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religiur simboloebs gansakuTrebul yuradRebas aqceven eTnologia-

anTropologiis mimarTulebis mkvlevrebi, radgan maTSi, uZveles sarwmuno-
ebriv SexedulebebTan erTad, vlindeba yofis mravali sxva aspeqti.  

 adamiani gare samyarosTan urTierTobisas yovelTvis gansakuTrebul ad-
gils uTmobda uzenaes Semoqmeds. adamiansa da RmerTs Soris kavSiri rituale-

bis gziT xdeboda. es kargad Cans xalxur dReobebsa da SesawiravebSi, sadac 
gansakuTrebuli adgili zedaSesa da sazedaSe qvevrebs uWiravs. simboloTa 
farTo speqtrSi, sxvadasxva saxis sagnebTan erTad, wminda Rvino da sakvebic Se-
dis. werilobiT wyaroebSi is „sawirvelis“ saxeliT aris cnobili. raWaSi sa-
wirvels „salocvels“, samegreloSi – „oxvamers“, afxazeTSi – „amaWars“, svaneT-

Si, qarTlsa da kaxeTSi ki „zedaSes“ uwodeben. sulxan-saba orbeliani zedaSes 
ase ganmartavs: „zedaSe anu Sesawiri Rvino“ (orbeliani 1991, 278). yofaSi am ter-
minSi Rvinis garda, sxva saxis „sawirvelic“ moiazreba: Tafli, erbo, arayi, lu-

di, bambis narTi da sxv. 
samegreloSi asrulebdnen ori saxis „xvamas“ _ locvas. megrelebs qon-

daT „oxvameri“ _ salocavi da „dunapiri“ _ danapiri. „nebismieri rituali, 
romelic uflis an konkretuli adamianisadmi garkveuli saTxovriT mimarTvas-

Tanaa dakavSirebuli da sruldeba garkveuli wesebis dacviT, aris „xvama“. „xva-
ma“ qarTulad niSnavs „locvas“, „dalocvas“. imave funqciiT gamoiyeneba meore 
termini – „giToxvamua“, rac sityvasityviT niSnavs gamolocvas. ... im SemTxveva-

Si, rodesac yovelwliur ritualTan gvaqvs saqme, „xvama“ terminis gamoyeneba 
gulisxmobs, rogorc wesi, „locvas“, „dalocvas“, xolo rodesac dapirebul 
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ritualTan – „dunapirTan“ gvaqvs saqme, maSin unda iTargmnos, rogorc „gamo-
locva“. ... „dunapiri“ aris rituali, romelic dakavSirebulia winaswar daTqmu-

li, Sepirebuli RonisZiebis SesrulebasTan. ... „dunapiri“ SeiZleboda Seesru-
lebina rogorc erT adamians, aseve mTel sofelsac“ (fifia, cimintia 2017, 429). 
yvela locvis _ „xvamis“ rituali sruldeboda zedaSis gamoyenebiT. umetesad 
ki sazedaSe qvevrebi hqondaT Camarxuli.  

 rogorc aRvniSneT, yvela „xvama~ _ locva dakavSirebuli iyo sxvadasxva 
ritualis SesrulebasTan. ritualis Sesrulebis dros iyenebdnen Sesawira-
vebs – zedaSes. warsulSi yvela ojaxs hqonda salocavi qvevri („oxvamer lagva-

ni“), romelsac im konkretuli dReobis Tu locvis saxeli erqva, romel dReoba-
zec Seiwireboda. ojaxSi ramdenime „oxvameri lagvani“, anu salocavi qvevri 
iyo. salocavi qvevri SeiZleboda aseve danapirebis _ „dunapiris“ ritualis Se-
sasrulebel aucilebel atributadac gamoeyenebinaT. am SemTxvevaSi „dunapi-

ri“ _ danapirebi locva yovelwliuradac sruldeboda an ramdenime weliwad-

Si erTxel.  
zedaSes warmoSobis sakiTxze mecnierebs Soris azrTa sxvadasxvaobaa. na-

wili mas winareqristianul movlenad miiCnevs (bardaveliZe, surgulaZe, WiTa-

nava). 
 Tumca faqtia, rom ZvelTaganve adamianebi religiuri ritualebis Sesru-

lebis dros iyenebdnen Sesawiravebs. 
 zedaSis kultura ganasaxierebs sicocxlis sawyiss, sicocxlis ganaxle-

bas, uwyvetlobis anu aRdgena-ganaxlebis ideas, romelic gadmonaSTis formiT 
qvevrsamarxebSi aisaxa. is mWidro kavSirSi unda iyos micvalebulis da winap-
ris kultTan, romelic mfarvelobs ojaxs, aseve simboloa nayofierebisa, gam-
ravlebisa, keTildReobisa. Tanamedrove yofaSi is saritualo praqtikis saxiT 
aris SemorCenili (Tofuria 1963, gociriZe 2006, WiTanava 2010).  

 zedaSes gamoiyenebdnen im saxato dReobebSi, romlis saxelobazec iyo is 
gankuTvnili (Tofuria 1963). am konkretul SemTxvevaSi ganvixilavT Sesawirav 
Rvinos, radgan Tema exeba sazedaSe qvevrebs. 

 saqarTvelos yvela istoriul-eTnografiul mxareSi, yurZnis mosavlis 
saukeTeso nawilidan, pirvel nawur Rvinos xats Seswiravdnen. adamianebs swam-
daT, rom am SemTxvevaSi maT ojaxebs RmerTi „karg zedamxedvelobas“ da mfarve-
lobas gauwevda, baraqas, dovlaTs miscemda.  

xatis damizezebiT xsnidnen sxvadasxva saxis avadmyofobas. amitom, gankur-
nebis mizniT, xats zedaSes SeuTqvamdnen. Zvelad qarTvelebs Rrmad swamdaT, 
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rom ritualur sagnebs, RvTaebaze zemoqmedebis Sedegad, SeeZloT gamoewviaT 
maTTvis sasurveli Sedegi (baraqianoba, dovlaTianoba, Wirnaxulis uxvi mosa-
vali). 

 sazedaSe Rvinos SemodgomiT ayenebdnen. yurZnis mosavlis saukeTeso na-
wils, pirvel nawur Tav Rvinos zedaSed Caasxamdnen. Sesawiri Rvinis xarisxs 
gansakuTrebuli mniSvneloba hqonda. xalxis rwmeniT, cudi xarisxis Rvinos Se-
wirva RvTaebis ukmayofilebas gamoiwvevda. n. Tofuriasa da Cven mier velze da-
fiqsirebuli masalis mixedviT, sazedaSed ZiriTadad TeTr Rvinos irCevdnen. 
Casxmis dros sanTels aanTebdnen da dailocebodnen. dReobamde zedaSis mox-
sna ar SeiZleboda. xels veravin axlebda. zedaSis naadrevad moxsnis SemTxveva-

Si, xalxis rwmeniT, momxsnels RmerTi av angelozebs miusevda da avad gaxdida 
(Tofuria 1964). 

Zvelad sagvareulo da saTemo zedaSeebs Soris garkveuli gansxvaveba ar-
sebobda, rasac yuradReba pirvelad n. Tofuriam miaqcia. igi ar gamoricxavda im 
garemoebas, rom gvianfeodalur xanaSi zedaSis dayeneba samonastro gamosaRe-
bis anu begaris erT-erT saxeobas warmoadgenda, rac istoriuli sabuTebiTac 
dasturdeba (Tofuria 1963).  

 rozeta gujejiani miiCnevs, rom sazedaSe Rvinos, saerTo saxelTan erTad, 
Soreuli msgavseba uCans feodaluri saqarTvelos eklesia-monastrebisa da 
aRapebisTvis Sewirul RvinosTan. mkvlevris azriT, zedaSesTan dakavSirebuli 
wes-Cveulebebi, rwmena-warmodgenebi da mentaluri maxasiaTeblebi, savarau-
dod, obieqturi istoriuli garemoebidan gamomdinare kanonikuri samarTlisa 
da liturgikuli praqtikis gaxalxurebuli, saxecvlili formebia (gujejiani 
2010). 

XVII saukuneSi moRvawe italieli misioneris arqanjelo lambertis aRwe-
riT, samegreloSi „saukeTeso Rvinos, romelic ki aqvT, Seinaxaven xolme im 
droisTvis, roca margvla aqvT. am Rvinos swiraven wm. giorgis im pirobiT, rom 
petre-pavlobamde ar axadon Tavi im Wurs, romelSic Rvino aris. marTlac, vera-
vin gabedavs, am dromdis mas xeli axlos. petre-pavlobis dRes ki, romelic mar-
gvlis win aris, didis ambiT unda moxsnan Tavi qvevrs. amisTvis maranSi moiwve-
ven mRvdels, romelic Seimoseba saeklesio tanisamosiT, ramdensame locvas it-
yvis qvevris Tavze da Semdeg amisa moxsnis Tavs am qvevrs, iqidan patara doqSi 
gadmoasxams Rvinos, romelsac gagzavnis Sesawirad wminda giorgis eklesiaSi. 
amis Semdeg SeuZliaT ixmaron es Rvino (lamberti 2011, 52). 

sazedaSe qvevrebi samegrelos Zvel da Tanamedrove eTnografiul yofaSi 
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rogorc yvelgan, samegrelos istoriul-eTnografiul mxareSi didi mowi-
webiT eqceodnen „oxvamer lagvanebs“ (sazedaSe qvevrebs). sazedaSe qvevrebi ma-
ranSi hqondaT damarxuli.  

dasavleT saqarTveloSi marani ori tipisaa: Ria da daxuruli. marans, ro-
gorc sakulto, aseve sameurneo daniSnuleba gaaCnda. sameurneo, radgan aq meve-
naxeobasTan dakavSirebuli inventari inaxeba, sakulto ki, radgan zedaSis qvev-
rebTan, romelic sxva qvevrebis marjvena nawilSia Camarxuli, wlis sxvadasxva 
dros, sxvadasxva religiuri rituali sruldeboda (bavSvis naTloba, qorwine-
ba da sxv.). am ukanasknel faqts XVII saukunis italieli misioneri arqanjelo 
lambertic adasturebs, romlis cnobiTac, samegrelos ama Tu im sofelSi ka-
ris eklesiis uqonlobis SemTxvevaSi jvrisweris rituali maranSi sruldebo-

da, romelsac eklesiasaviT scemdnen pativs (lamberti 2011). eTnografiuli 
cnobebiT dasturdeba, rom rodesac jvriswera eklesiaSi sruldeboda, maSinac 
ki taZridan mobrunebul mayrions ojaxis ufrosi miegebeboda da nefe-dedofa-
li (siZe-patarZali) maranSi Sehyavda dasalocad. Cven mier velze mopovebuli 
masalis mixedviT, sazedaSe qvevrTan xatze gadacemac scodniaT, gansakuTrebiT 
Zlieri yofila saRvTo _ saRoronTo qvevrTan gadacema. am dros is, vinc xatze 
gadascemda, qvevridan Rvinos amoiRebda, miwaze daasxamda da wyevlis teqsts 
warmosTqvamda. 

 samegreloSi oxvameri lagvanis Sesaxeb, arqanjelo lambertis garda, 
cnobas gvawvdis XVII saukunis cnobili frangi komersanti da mogzauri Jan Sar-
deni. mogzauris cnobiT, „Rvinos msxverplad swiraven wminda giorgis, rTvelis 
dros. patara, daaxloebiT ocboTlian kasrs avseben saukeTeso RviniT, Seswira-
ven wm.giorgis da inaxaven calke. am kasrs xsnian da svamen garkveul dros, sa-
xeldobr, wminda petres dRes da ara uadres; Rvinis magivrad wyals daleven, 
magram mas daniSnul dromde mainc ar gaxsnian. rogorc ki dro dadgeba, ojaxis 
ufrosi patara WurWliT amoiRebs im Rvinos da miaqvs iloris eklesiaSi, rome-
lic wm. giorgis saxelobisaa. iq loculobs da Sin brundeba, Sin am WurWliT 
xelSi Sedis saojaxo sardafSi da yvelani erTad loculoben wm.giorgis im Se-
wirul kasrTan, romelzec winaswar dalagebulia xaWapuri, xaxvi da prasi. Sem-
deg klaven xbos an Rors, romlis sisxls ojaxis mama kasris irgvliv moasxams 
da kvlav loculoben. amis Semdeg midian da Wamen da svamen. megrelebma sxva mra-
vali “oxvamuri“ anu msxverplis Sewirvac ician. RviniT savse did WurWels swi-
raven sxva wmindanebsac, romelsac mxolod daniSnul dros svamen. am sxvadas-
xvagvar SesawiravTagan erTs hqvia “samiqelangelozo“, miqael mTavarangelo-
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zis pativsacemad, meore aris wminda kvirikes pativsacemad, mesame – “saRoron-
To“, RmerTis pativsacemad. am sam SewirulebaTagan pirvelis Sewirvis dros 
klaven goWs da mamals, meoris dros swiraven goWs da purs, orive SemTxvevaSi 
patiJoben stumrebs, mesamis dros ki aravis iwveven, mxolod Sinaurebi eswrebi-
an da Wamen zvaraks, romelic yovelTvis wvrilfexa saqonels warmoadgens. gar-
da amisa, wlis dros isini bevr sxva Sewirulobasac axdenen. rodesac msxver-
plis mitanis dRe dgeba, amboben, didi dRe dadgao (Sardeni 1975, 185) . 

samegreloSi qarTvel eTnologebs (s. makalaTia, n. Tofuria, a. Wantu-

ria, n. abakelia) kompleqsurad aqvT aRwerili salocavi qvevrebi, maTi saxe-

lebi da qvevrTan dakavSirebuli ritualebi. aRsaniSnavia, rom Tanamedrove 

yofaSi TiTqmis aRar arsebobs klasikuri saxiT SemorCenili ritualebi, 

romlebic dakavSirebulia salocav qvevrebTan. amitom, kvlevis miznidan ga-

momdinare, klasificirebas movaxdenT Zveli salocavi qvevrebisa da Sevada-

rebT Tanamedrove, yofaSi SemorCenil „oxvamer lagvanebs“ _ salocav qvev-

rebs.  

„odudia“ samegreloSi Tavis dalocvas niSnavs, amisTvis calke salocavi 
qvevri iyo miCneuli. salocavi dReebi iyo: samSabaTi, xuTSabaTi da SabaTi. am 
dros daklavdnen danapirebs – Rors an qaTams, oTx mrgval kvers gamoacxob-
dnen. ojaxis ufrosi dailoceboda (Wanturia 1982, Tofuria 1989). 

„oTuTaSxuri“ didmarxvis orSabaTs sruldeboda. mas TuTaSxa (orSabaT) 
bedniers eZaxdnen. TuTaSxa bednierisTvis puris zedaSe hqondaT SeTqmuli. 
dReobisTvis ojaxis ufrosi qali or-or kvers gamoacxobda. qalebisa da kace-
bis kverebi formiT gansxvavebuli iyo. qvevrTan ufrosi kaci dailoceboda. 
ojaxSi ramdeni wevric iyo, imden sanTels daanTebdnen (Wanturia 1982, makala-

Tia 1941). 
„samgario“ ufrosi kacis salocavi qvevri iyo. mas zogan „did oxvamers“, anu 

did salocavs eZaxdnen, ufrosi kacis „oxvamers“ an „dudi oxvamers“ (Tavsalo-

cavs). samgarios anu „didi oxvameris“ salocav dRed axali wlis Semdegi orSa-
baTi miiCneoda. sazedaSe Rvinos pirvelad samgarios qvevrSi Caasxamdnen. samga-
rios saxelze mamali hyavdaT, xolo mTavar Sesawiravad _ specialurad am 
dRisTvis dayenebuli Zroxis „patunias“ mogebuli xbo. Zroxas niSans ukeTeb-
dnen (marjvena yurze niSans daadebdnen). mas ver gaujavrdebodnen, wkeplas ar 
miakarebdnen (makalaTia 1941).  

 „SqviTuli“ religiuri wesia, romelic samegreloSi sruldeboda Wirnaxu-
lis aRebisa da dabinavebis Semdeg. „SqviTulSi“ unda daeklaT: goWi, batkani, 
xbo, mamali, ixvi, cikani, Tevzi. acxobdnen puris, fetvis, simindis kverebs. 

sazedaSe qvevrebi samegrelos Zvel da Tanamedrove eTnografiul yofaSi 
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ojaxSi mokeTeebs moiwvevdnen. sadilis win yvela mamakaci, ojaxis ufrosis wi-
namZRolobiT, SqviTulis qvevrTan mividoda da iq dailoceboda (mkalaTia 
1941), 

„saRvTo“ ufrosi vaJis salocavi iyo. igi aRdgomas sruldeboda. mas calke 
qvevri hqonda miCenili. am salocavisTvis saklavi iyo Tikani. icodnen oTxi kve-
ris gamocxoba (makalaTia 1941). 

„xexunjoba“ – „saxexunjo“ xel-mxaris salocavi iyo da 31 dekembers srul-

deboda. am dRisTvis acxobdnen or-or kvers da TiTo kvercxs. „saxexunjos“ 

gansakuTrebiT asrulebdnen mWedlebi. ixdidnen „oWkadures oxvamers“ _ sam-

Wedlos salocavs (makalaTia 1941, abakelia 1997).  
„saucodinaro“, „saarvico“ metad sapatio salocavad iTvleboda. „sauco-

dinaros“ naaRdgomevs asrulebdnen. saamisod sagangebo dRe da ricxvi ar iyo 
daTqmuli. salocavi dRis arCevani ojaxis ufros mamakacze iyo damokidebuli. 
saucodinaros erT weliwads goWiT an batkniT ixdidnen, meore wels ki _ Tev-

ziT. klavdnen mamals zed qvevris Tavze ise, rom mamlis sisxli qvevrSi Casuli-

yo. acxobdnen agreTve yvelian kverebs (Wanturia 1982, makalaTia 1941).  
zemoT CamoTvlil salocavebs samegreloSi specialuri sazedaSe qvevri 

qonda miCneuli. am salocavebTan dakavSirebuli ritualebis Sesruleba auci-
leblobas warmoadgenda da tradiciul sazogadoebaSi ojaxis ufrosi auci-
leblad gadaixdida. Tanamedrove mdgomareobiT, salocavebTan ritualis Ses-
rulebis forma, masSi monawile pirebi da Sesawiravebis saxeebi xSir SemTxveva-

Si gansxvavebulia.  
 samegreloSi Catarebuli savele eTnografiuli kvlevis Sedegad, Tanamed-

rove eTnografiul yofaSic dafiqsirda „oxvameri lagvanebi“ (sazedaSe qvevre-
bi) da maTTan dakavSirebiT Sesrulebuli ritualebi. ritualis Sesrulebisas 
SeimCneva novacia. transformirda mTeli rigi procesebi. dafiqsirda SemTxve-

vebi, rodesac ojaxis ufrosi mamakaci an qalbatoni sazedaSe qvevrTan locu-

lobs, magram ar axsovs salocavis saxeli. Sesrulebuli ritualis formisa da 
Sesrulebis drois mixedviT safiqrebelia, rom, umravles SemTxvevaSi, mlocve-

lebi „saRvTos“ qvevrTan loculoben (martvilis raionis sofeli xunwi, zug-
didis raionis sofeli jixaSkari). 

 qvevrebTan locvis dros ar SeiZleboda rZlebis da sxva gvaris warmomad-
genlebis daswreba. velze muSaobisas dafiqsirda tradiciulad dadgenili we-
sebis darRveva da novaciis Setana. dRes aris SemTxvevebi, rodesac dasaSvebia 
rZlisa da siZis daswreba saritualo praqtikaze. magaliTad, zugdidis raio-
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nis sofel jixaSkarSi zarandiebis ojaxi Sobis marxvis dasrulebis Semdeg, 
pirvelive kvira da orSabaT dRes asrulebs „xvamas“ _ locvas. kviras ikvleba 
cxvari, orSabaTs – mamali. ojaxis ufrosi orive dRes loculobs sxavadasxva 
qvevrTan. locvis Semdeg ki iSleba sufra. rituals rZlebic eswrebian. savara-
udoa, rom zarandiebis winaprebi erT-erT dRes „samgarios“ loculobdnen. meo-
re locva ki gaaerTianes pirvelTan. 

martvilis raionis sofel xunwSi, erT-erT ojaxSi salocavi qvevrebis-
Tvis saxelebi SeucvliaT. am ojaxSi aqvT sami salocavi qvevri. loculoben 
samjer: Sobas, aRdgomas da ZveliT axal wels. im qvevrs, romelTanac ZveliT 
axal wels loculoben, „fuZes“, „fuZeS oxvamers“ (fuZis salocavs) eZaxian, da-
narCen or qvevrs – Sobas da aRdgomas. cnobilia, rom aRdgomas „saRvTos“ aRas-
rulebdnen, amitom, savaraudoa, rom es qvevri „saRvToa“. Sobas Sesrulebul 
locvaTagan erT-erTi SesaZlebelia iyos „saxexunjo“ („xexunjoba“ 31 dekem-
bers, axal wels sruldeboda), xolo meore _ „samgario~. Sobas aucileblad 
klaven mamals. makalaTiasTan dafiqsirebuli cnobiT ki „samgariosTvis“ klav-

dnen goWsa da mamals.  
dafiqsirda SemTxveva, roca loculoben qvevrTan, magram qvevrSi ar aris 

Rvino, zedaSe (sofeli xunwi, xunwariebi).  
marnis dangrevis Semdeg ojaxs ufleba ar aqvs, marnis nangrevi ficrebi ra-

meSi gamoiyenos. ficrebs yrian. survilis SemTxvevaSi, maTi waReba da gamoyene-
ba SeuZlia sxva ojaxis kacs.  

savele muSaobis Sedegad dafiqsirda saintereso faqti (sofeli jixaSka-

ri). yoveli sami Taobis Semdeg salocavi qvevri unda gamocvliliyo. savarau-
dod, es mTel samegreloSi ase ar xdeboda, radgan literaturaSi dafiqsirebu-
li ar aris. SesaZlebelia, novaciasac warmoadgendes.  

Tanamedrove mdgomareobiT, im ojaxebis umravlesoba, romlebic sazedaSe 
qvevrebTan locvas ixdian, zusti wesebis dacviT ar misdeven tradicias. maT mi-
er Sesrulebul saritualo praqtikaSi novaciaa, Tumca locvis Sesrulebis 
transformirebul formebTan erTad vxvdebiT ojaxebs, sadac zedaSeze locva 
TiTqmis iseve sruldeba, rogorc Zvelad.  

warsulSi, roca ojaxi locvis Sewyvetas gadawyvetda, mas salocavi qvevri 
uSvilo kacisTvis unda amoeTxrevinebina da qvevri misTvis unda daemtvrevine-
bina. sxva SemTxvevaSi, qvevrs moaparvinebdnen keTil, maTTvis mosawoni qcevebis 
mamakacs da imas daamtvrevinebdnen.  

sazedaSe qvevrebi samegrelos Zvel da Tanamedrove eTnografiul yofaSi 
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qvevris mocilebis wesebi bolo dromde pirnaTlad, tradiciuli saxiT 
sruldeboda. Tumca ukanasknel aTwleulSi dafiqsirda ramdenime SemTxveva, 
roca locvis mitovebis Semdeg qvevri ojaxis wevrebma TviTon amoTxares da ek-
lesiis ezoSi dades. rac Seexeba Sewiruli cxovelis Zvlebs da tyavs, miwaSi 
marxaven an gamdinare wyals atanen. arafriT ar SeiZleba, mas ZaRli an kata gae-
karos. am wess yvela mlocveli pirnaTlad asrulebs. 

rac Seexeba locvis Sewyvetis mizezebs, umravles SemTxvevaSi ritualis 
Semsrulebeli ojaxis uxucesi kacis gardacvalebaa. misi sikvdilis Semdeg ki 
STamomavals ara aqvs survili, gaagrZelos es tradicia. STamomavlebis mxri-
dan saritualo praqtikis gagrZelebaze uaris Tqmas aseve aqvs sxva obieqturi 
mizezebi. bolo dros eklesiis rolic didia tradiciuli locvis Sewyvetis 
saqmeSi. yvela kalendaruli dResaswaulisaTvis RvTismsaxureba tardeba taZ-
rebSi, sadac mlocvelebi eswrebian liturgias. sasulieri pirebis gavleniT 
mlocvelTa garkveulma nawilma uari Tqva salocav qvevrebze da maTTan dakav-
Sirebul praqtikaze, radgan dRes isini winareqristianul, miuRebel qmedebad 
miiCneva eklesiis mxridan.  

oxvameri lagvanebi (sazedaSe qvevrebi) da masTan Sesrulebuli ritualebi 
samegreloSi iSviaTad, magram dResac sruldeba. „oxvamer lagvanTan“ (sazedaSe 
qvevrTan) mlocvlel adamianTa umravlesoba mxcovania. rogorc aRvniSneT, ma-
Ti STamomavlebis mxolod mcire nawils aqvs locvis gagrZelebis survili. sa-
varaudoa, rom sazedaSe qvevrebze mlocvelTa ricxvi sagrZnoblad Semcirdeba.  
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Sacramental Kvevri in old and modern life in Samegrelo 

Summary 
 

Dealing with the outside world, the Supreme Being had a special place for a man. 
Relationship between God and Man was made by the way of rituals. It seems obviously in folk 
holidays and sacrifices of God, where the main place has contributed Sacramental Wine 
(Zedashe) and earthenware vessels (Sacremental Kvevri), where Sacramental Wine is infused. A 
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wide range of symbols, along with various items, include sacramental wine and food. They are 
called “Satsirveli”. In Georgia, every historical-ethnografical region sacremental wine and food 
are known with different names, as “Salocveli” in Racha, “Okhvameri” in Samegrelo, “Zedashe” 
in Kakheti, Kartli and Svaneti. Apart from wine, under the term “Zedashe” (Sacramental Wine) 
people betoken about honey, boiled butter, vodka, beer, cotton yarn. Topic of the present paper 
deal with donations of God (Zedashe and Sacramental Kvevri for praier) which are used for folk 
holidays, their roles in historical and modern life. The scales of ancestral and family prayers in 
Samegrelo (Tsalenjikha and Martvili region), which are called “Khvama”as well. There are two 
major types of “khvama” (practices connected with faith and belief) in Samegrelo. Megrelians 
had “Okhvameri” (annually celebrated ritual) and “Dunafiri” (ritual conducted just once). 
“Zedashe” was used for these practice and people had some Sacramental kvevri for Sacramental 
wine. Every family had Sacramental Kvevri which had their specific names. The topic is urgent 
because traditional holidays are verge on disappearing as Sacramental Kvevri, accordingly 
Sacramental Wine. The materials collected in an ethnographic field show state of affairs. The 
study curried out in two regions (Tsalenjikha and Martvili) in mountainous Samegrelo. It is 
used both empiric and theoretic and also interdisciplinary and specific field methods. Main 
result of our research is ethnologic study of the issue and, respectively, the result and 
conclusions are novelty for the field.  
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