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Perception of inclusiveness among the students of Educational Sciences at Georgian universities

The given study is a part of the research project carried out within the research project “Teachers for Inclusive
Education” supported by Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation of Georgia (NeFR-21-3869).

The given study analyzes the perception of the students of Educational Sciences about the inclusiveness of their
universities. Also, the attitudes of future teachers have been explored toward the idea and conception of inclusive
education; and whether they feel confident to teach pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).

A number of studies show that the quality of inclusive education in Georgia is low; and this is explained by the
limited professional capacity of teachers to work with pupils with SEND and their intolerance toward inclusive
education (obstsdg o bbggd.,2019; FobFsGomwo & xogsbodzowo, 2014).

Quantitative research methods have been used in the study; in particular, a self-administrated survey has been
carried out with the students of Educational Sciences at four Georgian universities: Ivane Jaavkhishvili Tbilisi
State University, Shota Rustaveli Batumi StateUniversity, Iakob Gogebashvili Telavi State University, and Akaki
Tsereteli State University. The questionnaire has been based on the Index for Inclusion developed by Tony Booth
and Mel Ainscow in 2011 - a guide to school development led by inclusive values (Booth & Ainscow, 2011).
The questionnaire, like the Index for inclusion, consists of three dimensions and six sub-dimensions: The
developed questionnaire went through the validation process - 761 students and 15 field experts participated in
the validation study. The research results found out the majority of future teachers feel uncertain whether they
have enough competence to work with pupils with SEND; they feel less prepared to work with pupils with
emotional and behavioral difficulties.

Keywords: Inclusive education, index for inclusion, perception of inclusion, students with special educational
needs and disability (SEND).



