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bagemmazgmm 03 939Yy6900L MoEbzdns, MMAMOLLE ©sdMy30-
©30mmoONb  goMmozgMmozgdg o0wgbhmdalb 33Modobds B8608365mm3060
3MmoOmMY3900 3999860. ©3dM7y30090mMmMdNL godmMEboadnob domg3g
9394060 Lodmgomogm m3ob Jombdn gowsgdszs, MedsE 93MbmMAngyMon
30mogbn, dmmohoggmo, bmEosmymo ©s Gamobhmmogmo ©adnb-
H93Mo3ns  gobodnmmos. 3MmoobozmyMo  3mmohoggmo  dobbMo-
3909000 330330, Jommymads bognmbomyMmds  3Mmgghas
00060006 dgndnbo Lodmgomogm doboboomgdmadn ©o Mmomgmb
0yoMmo 09mas obozmymo  0bhggMmognnlb gdodg. doybymazs
0mbndbymoby, 3memmbogmo BomMbymab ofMEomo  33mo3  Mob
LEI3L JoMmmgm bLIBDMZIEMIOSL o obogmyMmo obznmoMmydob
32009 93v0LbHgbgnomyMn godmB393900L B60b8dg ©ygbgdL. 33ma3o
0363mnBHydL obozmgmob MmEb 3MmbHLdFMMS JoMmymo n9b-
HmMoob ©ab3zyMb(gd)ob wmMmBnmgdsdn, oy Ms 8603369mmods 8930
©obO3MYM0 LOYsMMLIEAN EOTMINEIOYMYdL BognmbomyMm nwYb-
HMOsm 3obbbgze390mn @mMMIgonb Aodmysmnodgdob 3MmEgbdo.

baodgmms LobHgd0L x3MbLEHMYJE0oL 3MmEqbdn, JoMm3zgmgdds
0096GHMd0L sboma 3mbLAMYJ3N0Ls dngds ©snbygL. o8 EMMNEO,
0900 JoMmmzgmms 93Mm3gann BaMIMImMOnbs s ©obLO3MYMNMLb
ddnmm 3ogdomob dgbobgd dyoMmo dmogzno ®}gbn Logomm bLo-
3M@3g00. ,930MmM373mmdnb” n@gs gMmom-9Mmm bLogzebdm Mmab sbMmy-
mgob Jomomygmo 0gbhmdab xgmmdnmgdob 3MmEqbdn, 0ydEs ©o-
L3MgMNLOEAN EBMZNEYOYMYOS 3M ML Fabobo 3MmdodnyMo.
9MbaLbHM Magzmonb 3MBEIBRENL M7 ©o39yMEbMdnm, obogzmgmn
LagommM3gMbL  LIBdMZEMYOs80 dJHoPM EoMNgm sM3bnd3zbgmoE
0430, MmAgabog oM 09430L 930x30m dnbssMbN. BoMngann smdbndzbgmn
3mobbdmoLb bLdMEsEMydsdn osMbLYOYM goM33g9M™  33hgammasl/
369000, MMIGMLLE M 393L T3oBOMEO obLIDMZMYN 8608369MmMds,
030 o aMab dg3bg0mn dyoMmo o yE3mamo dobssMmbom. J3gybab
3mbHLbmEosmobdHyMTs  HMIBLBMMISE03D ©bLL3Mgmn  JoMomymon
3m3ymnd3nb Bysmm 9g3ns, LEdMZIMIOMN3zn SBMOL TMONMNDYOL
30(H0aLOZMIYMO O 3MMEILOZMIYMO BaMo®HN3g00b goMmTgdm 3060L3-
Bgmo s;mBangyangdab gMo-gMmmo doMomoo Hgbwgbinve.
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Georgia is among the countries to which identity crisis posed serious
problems at the dawn of independence. Soon after declaring independence,
the country fell into the chaos of civil war, which defined economic col-
lapse, political, social and territorial disintegration. The situation changed
in the subsequent period and, in parallel to strengthening pro-European
political aspirations, the Georgian national project gradually acquired civil
characteristics. It seemed to stand firmly on the path to Western integra-
tion. Despite this, the ghost of the colonial past still haunts Georgian soci-
ety and poses existential challenges on the way to Western development.
The research aims at analyzing the post-Soviet experience of the country in
terms of the West's role in the Georgian identity discourses.

In the process of deconstruction of the Soviet system, Georgians start-
ed looking for new identity construction. From the time the idea of Geor-
gia's European origins and tight relations to the West was broken into the
Georgian public discourse. The “Europeanness” still plays one of the key
roles in Georgian identity discourse, but attitudes towards Europe are not
unequivocally positive. To rely on the concept of Ernesto Laclau, the West
has become an active empty signifier for the Georgian people, which has no
clear content. Empty signifier refers to a certain category/term in society
that does not have a clearly defined meaning, it is not filled with solid and
unchanging content. The country’s post-socialist transformation has con-
tributed to turning the West into a source of Georgian populism. Mobilizing
public opinion around anti-Western and pro-Western narratives is one of
the major trends of recent decades.
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