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1.

Theses

“Transitional period” of Georgian literature (XVIII-XIX centuries) is les studied from
literary-poetic and theoretic-literary viewpoint. Textological and historic-philological
researches form the basis to touch the well-known literary materials with a new point
of view: In “transitional period”, we can engage translated poetic works or
philosophical treatises in the flows of the literary processes and discuss them in this
context. Most importantly, we have to find out whether a particular work was
translated for literary, general aesthetic or general cultural-historical interests,
whether the translated works were involved in the essential interests of literary
thought or whether they fell out of them.

In this period, Georgian literature was enriched not only with translated works of art,
but also with works containing philosophical, poetic and aesthetic issues. By studying
these translations, we can characterize the typological relation of European and
Georgian philosophical thought. Considering that this or that work was translated
according to philosophical-aesthetic interests, it may be found out what general
worldview there was at the beginning of the XIX century.

According to the above-mentioned, our research goal is to study the literary nature of
the monuments translated in the transitional period, the motivation of their
translation, the stylistic features of the translations, the translations of works with
theoretical character, their problematics, to show how much all this contributed to
generation of new Georgian literature.

In order to understand the aesthetic problematics of the Georgian literature of the
“transitional period”, Georgian translation of two works is important among the

samples of philosophical-aesthetic character translated in this period:



a. Translation by David Bagrationi (1767-1819) (the book work was translated from
Russian by David Bagrationi in 1815 in Petersburg and dedicated to Davit
Meskhishvili) of the book “Aesthetic Judgment” by the French philosopher,
member of the Prussian Academy Johann Peter Friedrich Ancillon (1767-1837).
The Georgian translation is preserved in the form of several manuscripts. We have
studied the manuscript N 2181 of the H Foundation of the Georgian National
Centre of Manuscripts. And

b. A very interesting collection translated from Russian “Basis of speech” (with full
title — “Basis of Russian speech” — author — Russian scholar A. S. Nickolsky — 1755
— 1834), which consists of three parts: Grammar, rhetoric and poetics. A Georgian
translator, whose identity is still unknown, is interested in the last two chapters of
the book and translates it with the title: “Basis of the speech”.

5. Translation of these works into Georgian is extremely important. These translations
have introduced many terms into our reality, which were previously unknown.

6. According to the philosophical-aesthetic problematics of these works and the
comments of the translators, the level of development of the Georgian literary science
and philosophy of that period and the degree of literary taste of the Georgian society

become comprehensible.
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