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THE END OF THE SAMURAI MILITARY LAYER IN JAPAN

6060 ggmodznmao
Nana Gelashvili

03969 3030b0330m0b LobgMMONL
®00mabob babgmaBbogm ybnzgMbabhgho
Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University

3900b0homym 393609Mgdoms Bazgmmgho
Faculty of Humanities

Lo3396dm bogyzgdn: LudyMman, 0o3Mb0y, 3gnxn, HMIYFo3o
Keywords: Samurai, Japan, Meiji, Tokgawa



910 LOY3Y69900L 033MmbooL Fobyymxygm  3MA3MBIOEHL LOTY-
Mo900b bLodbgMm @gbs BoMIMOEE)bs. domn 3nM3zgmn MedIJdn
09-8 LOY3nb69d0 AsdmyomndEs, MmMIgmms TmozoMo IM3dMIMOD
LoYDdgM9boLOM30L gMmggmo LLALLbYMOL Bobg3zs s dobo ©LE3Y
nym, MmgmME m3nsbmodob, oby 88300MO0sbMdL 3gMomedn. 939-
yobodn 900@nboMmyg 39M3obgbHpamn dos m3g00L 3n0MmoOgddn, 09-
ho®  dJOyomymo  oym  bodMogdalb Lodbgomm domgdob oMbY-
0moo o LomoboME Zodmyqgbgds. o0dgwob Zodmdnbomyg, do-
00 Jgmydsdmbomgos LM IJRMM GBoMOM3EIOMES ©s 039-16
Loy3ybnbomznlb bLYbgdymn bLodbgoMm ®9gbs 0o3Mboob yzgmady
3M030mMg30M9073m 3L AsdmYysmndo.

LOTPMOg00L 3MaLbHNgYmn LAHIHYLO MINISWMPYMOE FJ0EZOMO
1867/1868 Bangdob dnMmzgysdoymo My3mmyazonb (9.6. dgozob Mab-
Ho3M3300L) ©s  gshoMgdymn MoxmMmIgonb Jgwoae®. 39MIME,
1867 Beab 30B6yMyemb nodmbnodn ©ogdbm bLodbyjoMmM-ByMmEamMyMn
003Mmm3gmmdnb  bobRHgds - BHMIN3e3dL Bomanboho (88 sghom
30a960m ngbs 0d3gMohymmab gMmMBIsMM3xmMmMds) s dsbmsb ghms
©abMymEs LLdYMsgoolL bobsE. obom 3mao@ngdyMm Myamdsdo,
MmEgbog Ned3Mbns 35LHgMBNBENNL gBSL EosEEY, LadyMagdab xB9bo
3339 ©MmImddgmo @gmEsmymo 3MHmn0gmanmogonb godmbodmo
0m0gddgdmese @, dgbodsdnbo, ob obhmmaoob Jgm3zbomgods b
3odbomaym. badgsbsbdgmos, MmM3 03 3MmEgLYOL Y9H303699MME oM
Aoy3mog; bogdmos 18396d30m© oMmAgbomo LedMagonb sd0mMbgdgdn
©9 390390900 LadMzMMOM F3MJOM6. T Y3z9modg dobIhodyMn
nym 1877 Banab s306yYy9ds, MmAgmbsl 990eMmo@s babgmmazebo 3m-
oohngdgmo dmma3s69 o ,930000369m0 bodyMonb” babgamom 36modnmn
Longm Hogadmma. bobbmnobo 3Mbxmaghn Lodmogzmmom FoMgobs o
000mbgoymgdL dmMmab g93bn ™39 3MJoMEIOMEOS s LLdMMMME
LdYM9dNL BoMmEzbom LMY EO.
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An integral component of medieval Japan was the military layer of the Sa-
murai. Their first detachments appeared in the 8th century, whose main
duty was to serve and protect the suzerain faithfully, during both - the
war and the peacetime. Due to the ongoing permanent internal wars in
the country, the existence of Samurai military forces and their proper use
was topical. Therefore, their powers were increasingly expanding and by
the 16th century, the aforementioned military stratum had become Japan’s
most privileged class.

The prestigious status of Samurai had changed radically as a result of the
bourgeois revolution of 1867/1868 (so-called Meiji Restoration) and the re-
forms carried out. In particular, at the end of 1867 military-feudal system of
government - Tokugawa shogunate was overthrown (this act restored the
monopoly rule of the emperor) and with it, the era of Samurai also ended.
In the new political reality, when Japan embarked on the path of westerni-
zation, the Samurai layer was perceived as a reminder of time-worn feudal
relations, and, therefore, it had to become part of history. It should be em-
phasized, that these processes did not go smoothly. There were revolts and
clashes of dysfunctional Samurais with government troops. The largest and
crowning of these was the rebellion of 1877, led by a famous political figure,
known as the last Samurai,” Saigo Takamori. The bloody conflict between
government troops and rebels lasted for six months, which eventually end-
ed in the defeat of the Samurai.
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