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Georgia in the Eighth Century: A Political History
Summary

Prologue of Summary. The current project, “Georgia in the Eighth Century: A
Political History”, was supported by Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation of
Georgia. In the framework of this project book was prepared with the same title. The
aim of this project is to publish updated political history of Georgia on this pivotal
period of the Georgian history. The eighth century is important from many
perspectives. It was a period of struggle among three great powers, those were:
Byzantine Empire, Caliphate and Khazar Khaganate. These nations were in race to take
control over Caucasia. The struggle was manifested in many wars and conflicts inside
or around Caucasia. The eighth century is a period when term ‘“Sakartvelo” (Eng.
Georgia) first appeared in Georgian historical sources. At the same time we see
unification of eastern Georgian Kartli and western — Egrisi into one political entity.
Issue of unification of Kartli and Egrisi is among the topics of this book. Here, in this
prologue 1 will summarize my research on this topic with some addition thoughts
before presenting synopsis of my work.

The realization of political unity of Kartli and Egrisi that soon was joined by
Abkhazia later was labeled as unification of Sakartvelo. According to the Georgian
sources Archil II (r. 740-761) was king (mepe) and in charge of country. The
unification of eighth century Georgia (Kartli and Egrisi) was long believed to be a

1" century historian Juansher Juansheriani or

myth and imagination of supposedly the 1
Ps. Juansher as others prefer to call him. But according to the plausible data Juansher
lived in the 8" century and his work was elaborated later by the 11™ century historian
Leoti Mroveli (bishop of Ruisi). Leonti Mroveli elaborated many other works on
Georgian history and hagiography. His style of reworking and enlarging the works of
the Georgian past can be seen on the example of “Life of Nino” that he wrote based on
Nino’s life that is a part of “Conversion of Kartli”’. Anri Bogveradze has demonstrated
that early part of “Kartlis Tskhovreba” (Life of Kartli; History of Georgia) from the
beginnings to the middle of the 8" century was written by a single author and the
author was Leonti Mroveli. But the work Leonti did was elaboration of early works on
the history of Georgia, in particular the work of Juansher Juansheriani. According to
the colophon placed at the end of “The Martyrdom of St Archil”, Juansher wrote
history from Vakhang to present, i.e. middle of eighth century, while events before
king Vakhtang was composed over time. From this colophon it is clear that entire
history of Georgia from beginnings to the middle of the eighth century, including
Martyrdom of Archil (March 20, 761) was written by Juansher and early history before
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Vakhang, i.e. before fifth century, composed over time was included in his work
without much elaboration. What Leonti did is that he wrote three works separately,
those are: “The Martyrdom of St Archil”, “Lives of Kings” and “Life of Nino”. The
first two were based on the work of Juansher Juansheriani while the last one was made
up on “Conversion of Kartli”. We do not possess the original piece of Juansher’s work,
but we certainly have Leonti’s source on his last work, hence considering his existing
source (“Conversion of Kartli”’) and his elaboration we are able to conclude that Leonti
is not enthusiastic to change much content of his source rather he prefers to copy text

lth

from his original source making it more understandable for the 11" century readers.

Therefore, we have the 8" century text of Juansher Juansheriani included in the 110
century work composed or elaborated by Leonti Mroveli. The original work of the 8"
century historian is lost, hence when we apply to Juansher we are forced to use
Leonti’s elaborated version which is not perfect but much facts that we read in this
book belongs to Juansher, the eyewitness of the 8" century Georgia. Consequently this
is a main source to reconstruct the key events of Georgian political history of the
eighth century.

The unification of Georgia (through unification of Kartli and Egrisi) and many
other historical events narrated by Juansher is well attested in many other sources. The
most of those sources that confirm historicity of Juansher’s accounts, about Kartli
already being united in the 8" century during the reign of Stephanoz III and his
successors, are also the eighth century sources. Those sources are: 1) Ateni Sioni
inscription of 739. According to this inscription Stephanoz III was ruler of Kartvelians
and Mengrelians i.e. Kartli and Egrisi. Hence already by 739 those two political
entities were under the single power ruled by erismtavari house of Kartli; 2) “History
of Caliphs” by Ghewond written in 791-792. According to Ghewond’s accounts
Artawazd (Artabasdos) Mamikonian after his rebellion against Caliphate left his
homeland. He was sheltered by Emperor of Byzantium and received Egrisi and Kartli
from him. It happened in 774. Ghewond who is eyewitness of these events attests
unification of Kartli and Egrisi by 774. We think that lovane son of Archil passed away
in 774 hence Emperor Constantine V Kopronymus gave power over Kartli and Egrisi
to his trusted supporter of Armenian origin. Later, Artawazd was appointed as strategos
of Anatolikon in 776-777, hereafter Leo of Abkhazia received Egrisi instead; 3) These
are “Acts of Apostle Andrew” and related sources, those that derive information from
Acts of Andrew. Epiphanius the Monk, Niketas David Paphlagon and Euthymius the
Athonite are among those who used “Acts of Apostle Andrew”. They relate story of St
Andrew proselytizing in Iberia to river Phasis and moved in country of Sousania
(Souania, Svaneti). From these sources we can see that Iberia includes Egrisi and
borders with Sousanians. These accounts are of the eighth century origin when Iberia
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and Lazica were united; 4) Abu Ali Mohammad Balami (the 10" c.) author of
“Tarikhnama”, the work as we know is a translation of al-Tabari’s “History of the
Prophets and Kings” (Ta'rikh al-rusul wa'l-muliik), relates story of malik of Jurzan
(Georgia) who helped Khazars against Arab Caliphate. Title malik is usually translated
as king, mepe. The account coincides with Juansher’s report of Archil receiving royal
crown from the Byzantine Emperor despite the fact that malik helping Khazars, all
probably, is Archil’s father, Stephanoz III ruler of Kartli and Egrisi. These and many
other sources directly or indirectly confirm statement of Juansher on the unification of
Kartli and Egrisi. In my opinion prelude of unification of Kartli and Egrisi was the
remarkable career of three brothers from Erismtavari house of Kartli. According to
inscription found near Abastumani, which we firmly date to 705, Varaz Bakur was
owner of Chrysopolis (i.e. komes of Opsikion) and he raised the cross on behalf of his
brothers near city Odzrkhe (modern Abastumani) when he was on his journey from
Byzantium back to Georgia. As we know, Varaz Bakur was the most trusted and
elevated official in the imperial court of Byzantium during second reign of Justinian II
Rhinotmetos. Presumably, Emperor sent him for a mission in Caucasia against
Caliphate. We know that he converted Gardabanians e.i. Gardmanians to Orthodox
faith, hence house of Varazman a cadet branch of Mihranid dynasty of Caucasian
Albania entered under jurisdiction of erismtavari of Kartli and Catholikos of Kartli,
hence under suzerainty of Byzantine Emperor. Inscription near Abastumani shows the
beginning of these deeds that Varaz Bakur a member of Erismtavali house of Kartli
done in 705-706. His brothers are mentioned only as brothers without names. From
different sources we know that Varaz Bakur had two brothers, those were: 1) Arshusha
erismtavari of Kartli and patrikios, later he was conferred much higher title of
couropalates; 2) Theophylact Salibas or Shalva in Georgian (The Byzantine ZaAifog
stands for Shalva. The latter is well-known Georgian name for a male, but never
attested in the 8™ century or before, hence this must be the first time when name
“Shalva” appears in sources in the form of “Saliva”, as it was pronounced in
Byzantium at that time). Theophylact was his Byzantine name as his real name was
unusual in Byzantine Empire. Theophylact Salibas is mentioned by Theophanes
Confessor next to Theodore Karteroukas both as strategoi of certain themes of
Byzantium. They both campaigned in Asia Minor, hence these reveals their offices.
According to our proposal Theophylact Salibas was strategos of Armeniakon and
Theodore Karteroukas was strategos of Anatolikon. Lazica was under Caliphates
suzerainty from 697 to 702. Later Byzantines fought it back by 702. Lazica went into
direct control of Byzantine officials. There is no mention of local rulers anymore. Sergi
son of Barnuk, probably, reestablished his power in 707 when Iberia, Lazica and
Abasgia became Caliph’s vassals once again. But it lasted only for a short period. Leo
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spatharios (future Emperor) reestablished Byzantine control in Abasgia in 708, capital
of Lazica was besieged in the same year, but without much success. Also, after 709
Khazar invasion in Arab controlled Caucasia Byzantines firmly reestablished their
power in Lazica and Iberia. Hence in 702-707 and 709 onwards Lazica was part of
Byzantine Empire. As no local high officials ruled the country in those years we
deduce that from 705 in accordance to Emperor Justinian’s decision Lazica became
part of Armeniakon. Therefore from 705 to 711 at least from Byzantine perspective
Lazica was placed under Theophylact Salibas’ jurisdiction, his brother Arshusha ruled
Iberia and his another brother acted as a right hand of Emperor Justinian II
Rhinotmetos. Based on above-mentioned assumptions already in the beginning of the
8™ century Lazica and Iberia were under control of members of erismtavari house of
Kartli. These events are marked as prelude to the unification of those two countries
during the rule of Stephanoz II (r. 711-739). From 717 we have no seals of
kommerkiarioi of apotheke of Lazica, therefore we can deduce that soon after this year
Byzantines granted Lazica to the rulers of Kartli who were their most devoted allies
and vassals in Caucasia. Hence from 705 to 777 with some interlude Kartli and Egrisi
were formally or officially united. Juansher describes story of Leo of Abkhazia who
willingly entered in service of king Archil II of Kartli and Egrisi. Indirect proof of this
union between Kartli-Egrisi and Abkhazia is attested by Theophanes the Confessor. He
writes about Iberia, Lazica and Abasgia entering in service of Saracens (Muslims, i.e.
service of Caliph) altogether. In our opinion that could not be coincidence. As we
know “Life of Leo the Isaurian” was written in Emperor’s lifetime by contemporary
panegyric of Emperor Leo III, hence pairing of those three countries in service of
Caliphs resembles acceptance of Georgian eristavis to pay tribute to Caliph for the sake
of peace in 740s after the invasion of Muhammad ibn Marwan. Abkhazian rulers in our
opinion entered in service of Georgian king in 741-742. It took place after the death of
Leo III the Isaurian when his son Constantine V Kopronymos and Artabasdos were in
struggle for supreme power. As we know, Artabasdos usurped power in Constantinople
in 741 and established himself as Emperor of Byzantium. The Georgians in leadership
of Vakhtang patrikios became supporters of Artabasdos. This is no surprise as
Constantine was leader of Iconoclasts while Artabasdos reestablished veneration of
icons in Byzantium, hence the Georgians as strict followers of Orthodox faith
supported Artabasdos cause. Soon when Constantinople was besieged by Constantine’s
army Georgians were able to consolidate their power in Abkhazia and Leo willingly
entered in service of Georgian king Archil II. Archil in turn made him second after
himself and granted him the crown that belonged to his brother. Artabasdos was in no
position to counter it, nor even Constantine, especially, in his early reign after 743,
when Constantine recaptured Constantinople. None of those Emperors were able to
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hinder to these actions. Juansher after relating the story of entering Leo Abkhazian into
the service of Archil narrates that king started to fortify his country and restored old
fortifications, the only fortress that he completely built in that period was one at the
border of Byzantium. The construction of frontier fortress clearly demonstrates tension
between Georgia and Byzantium in 743-744, when Constantine firmly established
himself as sole ruler of Byzantine Empire and punished supporters of Artavasdos. Only
high official who was condemned to death was Vakhtang patrikios the Georgian noble,
the most probably member of Chosroiani royal house of Kartli. Exactly how Archil and
Vakhtang were related we do not know, but the name of Byzantine official suggests
that he was either member of royal family or member of house of Varazman, who were
in turn related by marriage with Chosroiani royal house of Georgia.

Initially our book is divided in three major parts, those are: Introduction,
Political Condition of Georgia in the Eighth Century, Epilogue. In addition book has
preface of the author, bibliography and appendices (Lists of Rulers; Essay on House of
Guaram II couropalates; Illuminations of the 8" century saints from the Georgian
manuscripts of the 18" century).

Introduction includes detailed overview of historical sources on the eighth
century Georgia and secondary literature. The first section of introduction is grouped in
accordance to languages.

The first group of sources is the Georgian sources. “Kartlis Tskhovreba” (Life of
Kartli) is the major source. It consists of several works that are part of it. The most
important is work by the 8" century Georgian historian and statesman Juansher
Juansheriani. He composed history on the 5™ to the middle of 8" centuries. He should
be regarded as the first editor of “Kartlis Tskhvreba™ later it was elaborated by Leonti
Mroveli (see in detail prologue of summary). Juansher was eyewitness of the events
from 730s to 761, hence his description is valuable.

“Conversion of Kartli” comprises two works, “Conversion of Kartli by Nino”
and “History”, the latter is sometime referred as “Chronicle of Conversion of Kartli”.
“History” originally was written in the middle of the 7th century, but was
supplemented in the 9™ century with the list of eristavis and Catholicoi of Karti. This
extended part is of particular interest as it includes short list of the 8" century Georgian
rulers.

The Georgian hagiographic works are also quite important. “The Martyrdom of
Abo Tbileli” was written, as we think, by September 786. It was written soon after
death sentence of Abo, Arab Christian converted into Christian faith and punished by
Muslim authorities in January 6, 786.

Iovane son of Saban composed the work soon after Abo’s martyrdom on the
request of Samuel Catholicos of Kartli. The last Caliph mentioned is Moses (Musa) al-
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Hadi, hence it was written prior to death of al-Hadi. Thus it is a firsthand account of
the events of 770s and 780s. The next hagiographic work is “Vita of Gregory
Khantzteli”. Gregory's (759-861) long life and activity is described by Giorgi Merchule
in 950. Giorgi based his account on disciples of Gregory. Hence it is interesting for
understanding the events of second half of the eighth century. The weakest
hagiographic account on the events of the 8th century is “Martyrdom of David and
Constantine”. Those two brothers were noble of Argveti (eastern part of present-day
Imereti province, Georgia). They fall victim to incursion of Marwan ibn Muhamad
from Umayyad dynasty in 740. Their martyrdom was narrated by anonymous author of
the 11th century based on anonymous work of earlier period. “The Martyrdom of
David and Constantine” includes many mistakes though some information was derived
from Juansher while some others from unknown sources and popular legend.

Lapidary inscriptions especially those found on Georgian Churches are also
interesting as well as numismatic materials that are discovered in Georgia. Some of
those coins were minted in Thbilisi by the authority of Caliphate, hence these sources
are good addition to above mention.

Armenian sources are providing much insight in political atmosphere of the 8"
century Caucasus. Ghewond's “History of Caliphs” describes history of Armenia in
connection with rise of Muslim power. Various rulers of province Armeniya and their
activities throughout Caucasia are well narrated. We have some unique information on
Georgia as well, but those are in connection with Armenia or Armenians. Ghewond
mentions tension between brothers, Harun ar-Rashid and Ubaydallah, but did mention
dismissal of latter, hence “History” was written in 791-792. Hovannes Drasxanakertc'i
(The mid 9" ¢.-925) was Catholicos of Armenia and wrote “History of Armenia”. He
mostly describes events of the 9™ and 10™ centuries, but some accounts are about
earlier period as well. The same applies to other non-eighth century Armenian authors,
those were: Stephanos Taronetsi, Kirakos Gandzaketsi and Vardan Areveltsi. They
preserved some unique accounts on the 8" century Caucasus.

Movses Kalankatuaci is Albanian historian of the 10" century. Some historians
consider him to be Movses Dasxuranetsi while others think that those two are different
personas. He wrote “History of Caucasian Albania” in Armenian and used many
authentic sources. His book includes accounts on political history of Caucasian
Albania, Georgia and Armenia.

Byzantine historians were also informative. “Chronicle” by Theophanes the
Confessor is most important as it contains the most valuable accounts on Iberia, Lazica
and Abasgia i.e. Kartli, Egrisi and Abkhazia. Nikiphores Patriarch of Constantinople
was another Byzantine historian who describes lives of some Georgian nobles in
Byzantium while Emperor Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus wrote three works on
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administration, government and ceremonies. All of them are essential to understand
Byzantine institutions spread in the eighth century Georgian World.

Arab authors who wrote on the political events of the eighth century were quite
numerous. Khalifa ibn Khayyat (d. 854) was native of Basra and based his information
on local scholars. His “History” is one of the earliest preserved works on history of
Caliphate. Much attention is concentrated on the political condition of Caliphate and
history of Arabic Armeniya is well narrated. Information on Arab incursions in
Georgia or in Caucasus during Umayyads we have from ibn Khayyat’s “History”. Abu
Muhammad Abdallah ibn Muslim Ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari is author of many books.
He describes history of Abd al-Malik and other prominent Muslim leaders. Al-
Baladhuri (d. 892) is the author of book entitled “Book of the Conquests of Lands”
(Kitab futuh al-buldan). He organized his book in accordance of conquest of different
regions. Armenia that consists of Georgia, based on Muslim assumption of that period,
is described among others provinces of Caliphate. Al-Tabar1 (839—923) is author of
encyclopedic study entitled as “Ta'rikh al-rusul wa'l-multik” (History of the Prophets
and Kings) describes Arab campaigns in Caucasia and the governors that were
appointed in the same region. ibn A ‘tham al-KiifT al-Kindi (d. 926) wrote “Kitab al-
futth” (Book about the Conquests) and describes wars in different region of Caliphate
including Armenia and adjacent provinces. Ibn Khordadbeh (ca. 820-912) was famous
Persian geographer who describes countries, trade or military roads, geographic
features etc. His book is named “Kitab al masalik w’al mamalik” (The Book of Roads
and Kingdoms) and it comprises accounts on Georgia as well as Caucasia. Ibn al-Athir
(1160-1232/3) is not a contemporary of those events that took place in the 8" century,
but his book uses many contemporary authors, hence it is a good supplementary work
for reconstruction of the basic events of Caucasian history of this period.

Syriac sources are also important they contain some unique information less
preserved in other primary sources. “A Chronicle of Disasters” dated to 716 relates
cataclysms from 712 to 716 and was narrated by eyewitness storyteller. “The Chronicle
of Zugnin” is of much wilder scale and contains accounts including 775/6. Both of
those chronicles are interesting for accounting large scale disasters and political events
that effected Georgia and whole Caucasia in the eighth century. Theophilus of Edessa’s
(695-785) “Chronicle” is probably most important source which had been lost but now
is partly restored with the help of other authors containing his passages. Those authors
who used his work were: George Synkellos, Theophanes the Confessor, Dionysius of
Tel Mahre, Michael Syrian based on latter, Agapius bishop of Manbij etc.

Secondary literature is widely analyzed in our monograph. This part of the book
I have also arranged in the order of languages and interdisciplinary branches. The first
is the Georgian language secondary literature. It is most extensive and wide in scope.
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Many Georgian scholars throughout centuries have researched different aspects of
Georgian history including political history of the eighth century. We are starting
examining the Georgian secondary literature from Vakhishti Bagrationi (1696-1757).
His work entitled “Description of Georgian Kingdom” is one of the most cited works.
The work is largely based on “Kartlis Tskhovreba” but author possesses some unique
information not available to us. Some more unique data are kept in “Kalmsoba” by
Prince Ioane Bagrationi (1770-1830), while Dimitri Bakradze’s (1826-1890) “History
of Georgia” is not of much importance. More productive were the 20" century
Georgian authors. Various issues of Georgian political history are analyzed in “History
of Georgian Nation” by Ivane Javakhishvili. The same work includes basic description
of historical geography of Georgia. His work on old Georgian literature contains good
analyses, description and critical overview of primary sources. Simon Janashia was
author of famous book on this period, “Arab Domination in Georgia”. This book was
first published in 1936 and served as standard manual on Georgian history of the 7"
and 8" centuries. No serious examination of political condition depicted by Janashia in
his book has been made so far. Our present book attempts to challenge at least some
ideas that Simon Janashia outlined in his work. Nikoloz Berdzenishvili did in dept
research in a field of historical geography of Georgia and Davit Muskhelishvili
continues to work in the same area. Muskhelishvili also published some works on
general history of Georgia that focuses on political and social aspects of Georgian past.
Giorgi Chubinashvili was author of fundamental work on Kakheti architecture, while
Mariam Lortkipanidze attempted to study Georgian-Arab relations based on Arabic
sources. She also published monograph on the 9™ and 10" century Georgian political
entities that focuses on our period as well. Lortkipanidze’s other works on the 8"
century Georgia are scattered in various volumes and articles that includes description
of social and political events of the 8"-10" centuries. Various issues of Georgian past
are analyzed by Pavle Ingorokva in his famous book “Giorgi Mrchule writer of the 10"
century”. Despite the title of book the author examines different topics ranging from
early period through the 8" century and after. Simon Kaukhchishvili mostly devoted
his study to publication of primary sources. His all-inclusive academic publication of
“Kartlis Tskhoverba” is the first major attempt to collect all primary sources on history
of Georgia from beginnings to the 18" century based on available manuscripts. He also
translated and commented accounts of the Byzantine authors on Georgia (Georgika),
which was published in eight volumes. The 4™ volume that consists of two parts is
important for our research. Zurab Anchbadze and Michael Gunba have concentrated
their attention to the history of Western Georgia. Abkhazia was of particular interest.
Shota Badridze studied formation of new Georgian principalities of the 8" to 10"
centuries and Anri Bogveradze did some valuable research on political and social-
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economic history of Georgia from the 4™ to 10" centuries. Zaza Aleksidze translated
some Armenian sources with commentaries and published several articles on different
issues of the eighth century Georgia including problems of ecclesiastic history,
genealogy, chronology etc. Guram Abrmishvili studied and published several lapidary
inscriptions of this period and did research based on his publication of epigraphs. Liana
Davlianidze-Tatishvili translated Movses Kalankatuaci in Georgian language did some
research on accounts of the Caucasian Albanian authors (written in Armenian)
concerning Georgia. Elene Tsagareishvili researched certain aspects of old Armenian
historiography and accounts of Armenian authors on Georgia including Ghewond and
others. Her books are mostly translation of Armenian primary sources in Georgian
language. Tengiz Papuashvili did research on Kakheti and Hereti from the 8" to 11™
centuries. His several books are dedicated to study of those historical provinces. Jondo
Gvasalia studied problems of Georgian mountain dweller, including Sanarians and
others. He also researched key issues of Dariali pass in history of medieval Georgia.
Givi Jamburia was s famous researcher of medieval Georgian social history while
Guram Mamulia studied the same topic but much early period from Antiquity to early
medieval period that includes the eighth century as well. The latter’s critical approach
to Juansher and his source is not shared in our book. Beniamin Silagadze made use of
Arabic sources and wrote separate volume on “Arab Domination in Georgia”, but lacks
critical approach towards Arabic primary sources while non-Arabic sources are
neglected. Tedo Dundua researched issues of periodization and aspects of Georgia-
Byzantine relation based on numismatic sources and other data. Zurab Papaskiri
devoted his study to those political entities that were located in modern western
Georgia and issues of the 8" century Georgian diplomacy. Vakhtang Goiladze did
some research on Varaz Bakur revealing his name in inscription found near
Abastumani and uncovering some details of his biography. Manana Sanadze have
studies aspects of political history of this period mostly based on Georgian sources.
She sometimes uses Byzantine sources as well but without much success. Manana
Sanadze and Goneli Arakhamia published new edition of “Martyrdom of David and
Constantine” and concluded that it contains the 6™ century chronicle. This opinion is
not shared in our book. Dimitri Letodiani’s initial interest was western Georgian
political entities of early medieval period. He studied various historical aspects of
Egrisi, Abkhazia, Apsilia, Sanigia and other political unions. Nodar Lomouri
researched the same area and published some books and articles not only in Georgian
but in Russian and German. His main interest was Egrisi and the Georgian sources on
Byzantine Empire. Some of his interesting books were published under the titles:
“History of Egrisi” and “Byzantium in the Georgian Sources”. The history of religion
and issues of medieval Georgian Church were researched by Bitchiko Diasamidze,
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Buba Kudava, Tamar Koridze. Mikheil Bakhtadze studied medieval Georgian
administrative system, Eristavdom in particular. Nani Gelovani and Giuli Alasania are
researching certain aspects of history of Caliphate and Georgia. The latter published
some articles on Georgian-Khazar relations. Shalva Gloveli defended dissertation on
Abkhazian Kingdom. He recently published the book on Leo II king and founder of
Abkhazian Kingdom. He has some articles on the same issues as well. Irakli Paghava
published new numismatic data on the history of Umayyad coinage in Georgia. Akaki
Chikobava examined issues of social history — vassalage, encastellation, historical
geography and various issues of feudal relations in Georgia. Emil Avdalian
concentrated attention on economic problems that include transcontinental trade,
steppes, roads and some other aspects of economic history.

Foreign language (other than Georgian) secondary literature that is accessible
for us is in Russian, English, German and French also in some other European
languages. Armenian and Azeri historians made available their most prominent studies
in Russian while few others were translated in English, especially by Nina G. Garsoian.
Unlike the Georgian language books, the most of these studies are accessible to
English language readers, hence I am not going to recite them in detail. Here I will
mention some of them who contributed Kartvelian studies (Kartvelology, Georgian
studies). The earliest prominent scholar was Marie-Félicité Brosset (1802-1880) who
researcher a lot of aspects of Georgian history including events of the 8" century
Georgia employing “Kartlis Tskhovreba” in connection with non-Georgian sources.
More elaborated sources were used and thematic research was done by Ciyril
Toumanoff (1913-1997) and more recent works were examined by Stephen Harold
Rapp Jr. S. H. Rapp made use of Georgian sources and secondary literature to draw his
own narrative on different aspects of Georgian history while his more recent research
is about Sasanian influence on Georgia.

We have used studies in history of Byzantine Empire, Caliphate, Khazar
Khaganate as all these superpowers of the 8" century World were strong influencers in
Caucasia. Many different scholars have research all above mentioned areas. They
closely match with Caucasian studies or at least provide some ground for comparative
research. Byzantinology, Oriental studies and Khazar studies are all quite helpful for
understanding aspects of Georgian, or in generally, Caucasian political history. The
most of those researchers cited in our work or prominent in above mentioned fields are
listed in bibliography in alphabetical order, first according to the order of Latin
alphabet next to Cyrillic.

Political Condition of Georgia in the Eighth Century. The beginning of the
eighth century was marked with the immense expansion of Caliphate. Arabs achieved
considerable success in Caucasia. The most of the region was either in their direct
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control or under protection and vassalage of Caliph. These successes were results of
the end of the Second Fitna and consolidation of power in Caliphate by Abd al-Malik
(685-705). One more reason for Arab success was anarchy that took place in Byzantine
Empire known in secondary literature as period of seven revolutions. Events in
Byzantium paved the way to the Arabs for successful conquest of Caucasia.

A significant operation that Byzantines undertook against Arabs was mission of
Varaz Bakur in Caucasia less attested in narrative sources. He conducted number of
arrangements together with his brothers and reestablished Byzantine influence in Kartli
and partially in Caucasian Albania. Byzantine positions were strengthened in Lazica
while Armenian allies deported from their homeland were resettled in Poti. In response
to that measures Muhammad ibn Marwan campaigned in Caucasia and subdued Kartli,
Egrisi and Abasgia in 707. Arab control did not endure too long. Byzantines with the
support of Alans, Armenians and partisans from Egrisi reestablished suzerainty over
Abasgia, besieged Archacopolis but failed to capture it as local ruler Sergi and his
Arab allies successfully defended the capital of Lazica. Next year after Khazar
invasion in Arran and Azerbaijan the Georgians took control over Kartli.

Erismtavari house of Kartli, most probably, subdued Lazica for Byzantine cause.
House of Arshusha was in charge of Kartli and Egrisi till the events of November 711.
Emperor Justinian II was deprived from power, mutilated and killed. His destiny was
shared by Varaz Bakur while fate of Theophylact is unknown, but it is certain that he
lost his position in Armeniakon. Arshusha was deprived of power in Kartli or he died
little earlier just as crown was passed to Stephanoz III according to contemporary
inscription from Ateni Sioni. Vardan is named as benefactor who sent royal crown to
Stephanoz who ascended the throne in 711. Under the name Vardan attested in Ateni
Sioni’s inscription Emperor Philippikos Bardanes (711-713) was meant.

According to another inscription Stephanoz ruled for 29 years and died in
October 14, 739. The first year of his rule was 711-712. A starting date of the year
should be September 1, 711. Stephanoz officially started his rule from November 4,
711 (date of execution of Justinian II and Varaz Bakur) but he received crown at the
end of the same or next year by Philippikos, hence he died exactly in his 29" year (it
started in September 1, 739) of his rule as indicated by the author of inscription.

Reign of Stephanoz III was quite stable, but he was forced in several occasions
to accept power of Caliph. Despite that vassalage not lasted too long as Georgians
under leadership of Stephanoz and his house actively fought against Arabs with the
help of the Khazars. Stephanoz received Egrisi from Byzantine Emperor near 717,
soon after that date two countries were united for several decades. Abkhazia entered in
this union only after the death of Stephanoz and his senior son Mihr. The latter fell
victim to Marwan ibn Muhammad's incursion in 740. Junior brother Archil II (740-
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761) received the royal crown from Leo III the Isaurian. Archil and his erisvavis
agreed that those who had land and property in eastern part of Georgia would pay
annual tribute to Caliph in exchange of peace while those from western part did not.
Due to a civil war in Caliphate Arabs left Georgia for several decades. They were
receiving tribute from some eastern eristavis.

Abbasid revolution was a chance to make some changes. Archil II reestablished
his power in East Georgia. His domination in the Georgian political arena did not last
too long. He was challenged by Byzantines in West Georgia (Egrisi). Byzantine
Emperor Constantine V Kopronymos bestowed title of couropalates to Adarnase from
house Adarnasiani, at the same time Arabs also not favored Archil for his
disobedience. The campaign of Yazid ibn Usayd (Asid) ibn Zafir as-Sulami in 760-761
was decisive. Archil was forced to visit military camp of as-Sulami to be granted
amnesty for previous deeds, but instead was offered to convert to Islam that he
rejected. In March 20, 761 he was executed.

Yazid ibn Usayd as-Sulami firmly established himself in Tbilisi, but much of the
country was still under control of Archil's successors. lovane (John) and Juansher, sons
of Archil, took position of their father in Egrisi and Kartli. lovane was senior thus
formally he inherited the Kingdom, but Juansher was more active and stationed himself
in the East Georgia. Juasher with the help of Sanarians started fierce struggle against
Muslim domination in Kartli. In 762 he allied himself with Khazars but was forced to
reject their offer of marriage union between Khagan and member of royal house of
Georgia due to decision of his mother and bride-to-be Shushanik, his sister.

Yazid used situation in his favor and offered marriage alliance to Khagan for
which he received favorable response. Yazid married daughter of Khagan in 762.
Hence peace was established between those two powers in Caucasia. The Georgians
still recognized supremacy of Byzantine Emperor while part of Kartli was under
Abbasid rule. The second invasion of Khazars, which was put in action after the death
of Khagan's daughter during childbirth, was devastating. Khazar wiped out Abbasid
control in most of the Caucasia, attack Georgia, captured Tbilisi and took many
prisoners from eastern provinces of Kartli and Caucasian Albania. Juansher and his
sister were among the others. Princess Shushanik poisoned herself while Juansher was
kept in captivity for 7 years.

Kartli was still reckoned as Kingdom under lovane but in fact it was divided
among Arabs, Khazars, Sanarians and local eristavis. Arabs entrusted power in Kartli
to Nerse II Adarnasiani, but his power was weak and not satisfactory for Arabs.
Sanarians suppressed Abbasid rule in eastern Karlti, Nerse did not take any serious
actions thus he was deprived of power, sent to Baghdad and imprisoned in 772. New
emir of Arminiya al-Hasan ibn Qahtaba ibn Shabib al-Ta'i installed his son Ibrahim ibn
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al-Hassan as governor of Kartli while his other sons were allocated in different parts of
Arminiya. Their rule lasted for three years, but was not much effective. Armenian
rebellion convinced Caliph to dismiss al-Hassan and his sons from power and Nerse
was reestablished in Kartli by the end of 775. After that Abbasid control never had
been peaceful in East Georgia. They retained domination over southern part of Kartli
while north was under the rule of liberated Juansher and his Sanarians. Juansher was in
position of Kakheti as well while in the west Kartli Adarnase Bagrationi
(Bagratunuani, Bagratid) consolidated his power.

West Georgia and Byzantine dominion in entire Georgia passed to Artawazd
Mamikonian in 774, probably after the death of lovane, but soon in 776-777 Egrisi was
bestowed to Leo II of Abkhazia. Caliph’s power in Caucasia was further weakened due
to rebellions of Muslim officials, local population and Khazar invasions. In the last
quarter of the eighth century Caliphate retained its position only in Tbilisi, Kvemo
Kartli and adjacent areas. Even in those places rule Arab officials was quite dull and
ineffective. Soon after that in the next century Caliph’s influence was completely
wrecked in Caucasia and instead new Georgian, Armenian, Caucasian Albanian and
Muslin states emerged.

Epilogue is our analysis of political condition of the eighth century Georgia
based mostly on our research with few references. Here we raise one principal
question, Arab Dominion in Georgia — Myth or Reality? Was Arab domination such a
large in scale that we often point on Age of Arabs in Georgia?

The most of the research that we undertook during our work clearly suggests that
Arab domination in Georgia was short and weak. They fully controlled only small
portion of country and in the most cases, when they were acclaimed as overlords in
Georgia, Arabs received tribute without their military units placed in Georgian cities or
fortresses. Only in 770s they managed to place their militia permanently in Tbilisi, but
even this did not change much. Kartli outside the walls of Tbilisi was independent and
hostile towards the Saracens. Byzantine Emperor despite the luck of strong military
presence in Georgia had more authority and influence than Caliph or any other ruler of
neighboring area. Therefore we have no reason to speak about Age of Arab
Domination in Georgia in the eighth century.
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