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them. Since this particular research is tied to the epidemic, self-reflection will also be included in the research
and presentation.

In order to clarify how the Georgian academy responded to the pandemic and how the challenge has
changed in regard to future studies, both in terms of content and dissemination of its results, | will describe the
study's significant findings as a conclusion in the presentation.

Dali Kandelaki, Ekaterina Reissner
(Georgia, Thilisi)

Multinational and Diverse Caucasus: Traugot Waldfogel's Travel Notes

Traugoth Waldfogel (1861-1930) was a very versatile, talented and energetic man. He went from being a
schoolteacher to a member of the Swiss National Council. T. Waldfogel's voyage to the Caucasus in 1892 lasted
about six months. He sailed from Constantinople to Batumi, from where he traveled by train, horse, foot, alone
or with someone accompanying him. Visited German colonies in Georgia. Then he left Thilisi for Azerbaijan,
where he also visited the German colonies and visited Baku. The road continued south, to the fortress-town of
Shushi. He left Georgia by military force and arrived in Vladikavkaz, and then traveled to the southern part of
Russia.

Impressions of T. Waldfogel's Journey through the Caucasus were published in 1897 as a book in German.
The author reviews a wide range of issues in his essay “Travel Pictures from the Caucasus”. He shares his feelings
with the reader, does not hide the impressions he has seen; Describes the nature of the Caucasus, cities and
villages of Georgia, Azerbaijan and Armenia. He mentally responds to the traditions and customs of Caucasians,
which were completely foreign to him. The book is rich in descriptions of peoples of different nationalities living
in the Caucasus: Georgians, Tatars, Armenians, Russians, Germans, etc.

It is probable that the purpose of Waldfogel's arrival was to visit German colonies. More than half of his
book is devoted to the descriptions of the colonies in Georgia and Azerbaijan. The traveler describes the daily life
of the colonists living in the South Caucasus, the measures taken by the government and their attitude towards
the local government of the Russian Empire, the current language situation, their attitude towards religion, the
influence of the colonies on the local population, etc.

The book gives the reader interested in the history of the Caucasus an idea about the South Caucasus in
the early 90s of the XIX century. Concerning T. Waldfogel, one of his contemporaries remarked: “Dr. Waldfogel
could not easily have expected the idea; He could have ignored all the dangers because of an important idea”.
According to his biography, one of the ideas of the 31-year-old Swiss teacher is to travel to the Caucasus.

Nanuli Katcharava
(Georgia, Thilisi)

Caucasology in Turkey

Today, four universities in Turkey - Kars, Ardahan, Rize and Duzce have departments of Caucasian
languages and cultures majoring in Georgian language and literature. The charter of the Artvin University
includes the opening of a department of Caucasology, but so far this direction has not been implemented. In
2005, for the first time, a department of Georgian language and literature was opened at the Caucasus Kars
University, and since the 2006 academic year, it has also accepted students. The Charter of the University of
Ardahan provided for the opening of the Department of Georgian Language and Literature in 2008, and in 2013,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan Rize University and Duzje University were given permission to have departments of
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