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Dali Kandelaki (Thbilisi)

CAUCASUS IN RECORDS AND PAINTINGS
OF 19™ CENTURY EUROPEANS

During the 19" century, the number of Europeans in the Caucasus increased significantly.
Their purpose and sphere of activity in the region were different - they traveled, served the
governments of the Russian Empire or other states, conducted scientific research, spied, etc. Some
of them left Caucasian impressions to their descendants in the form of notes and drawings.

The creations of three Europeans who came to the Caucasus, including Georgia, with
different missions are interesting: the paintings left by Heinrich Theodor Welle, a member of a
scientific expedition organized by the St. Petersburg Academy of Sciences at the beginning of the
century, are unique; Paintings and letters of the artist Teodor Horschelt, who fought against the
peoples of the North Caucasus in 1858-1862, are important for studying the history of the
Caucasian War. as part of the army of the Russian Empire; The drawings of Ernst Haeckel, a world-
famous scientist, zoologist who came to Georgia on a trip in 1897, are made with amazing
simplicity.

The 22-year-old German artist Heinrich Theodor Welle participated in an expedition to the
Caucasus, organized by the St. Petersburg Academy of Sciences under the leadership of A. Musin-
Pushkin (1799-1805), with a desire to get to know new countries or earn money. Along with
compiling cartographic maps on the expedition, he always drew. His paintings with views of
Georgia and landscapes of Thilisi are exhibited in museums in Germany. Welle's records of his
travels in the Caucasus have not yet been found. Judging by the signature of one painting, in 1802
the artist was already in Thilisi. The German creator recorded what he saw and experienced during
his traveling expeditions from Thilisi in a number of paintings - in them you can see impressions of
alien nature and amazingly beautiful architecture. Many of Welle's sketches and later finished brush
paintings are marked “near Tiflis”. In the spring of 1803, the artist set off on his journey to
Armenia. Welle created the most beautiful paintings, seeing which a modern person travels through
the Caucasus at the beginning of the 19th century.

Why did the German artist Theodor Horschelt fight so selflessly against the Caucasian people
fighting for freedom and independence? His arrival was not only an artist's journey, as can be seen
from his writings, which were published in Munich in 1880 in the form of a book — “Theodor
Horschelt - his life and his work. Spain, Algeria, Caucasus”. He fought together with the Russians
for the conquest of the Caucasus and not only depicted battle scenes on canvas, but also described
in detail other important events in his work. In the second and third chapters of the book -
“Caucasus” - we get acquainted with the letters sent by the artist to Germany. He describes in detail
the travel routes, nature, settlements, people, combat episodes, meetings with generals and other
military figures, etc. The composition of the German artist has not been properly studied; Published
scholarly studies focus on his work as an artist.

Selected Letters of Ernst Haeckel, edited by Georg Uschmann and Kurt Wedekind, published
in 1972. The publishers note that Haeckel traveled not only as a scientist and researcher, but also as
an artist. The documents of this trip are numerous sketches, watercolors and very interesting notes
that have not lost their appeal even today. The German zoologist talks about his own feelings, does
not hide the impressions caused by what he saw; In the usual manner for a scientist, he describes the
nature of the Caucasus, the cities and temples-monasteries encountered on the way. The details of
the activities of foreigners in Georgia and the details of visiting them are described very
interestingly. Inaccuracies are allowed in geographical names, but this does not cast a shadow on
the scientist's notes.
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The works of three Europeans - two artists and one scientist - give the public a clear idea of
the 19th century Caucasus. Beautiful landscapes, views, historical events come to life in their
paintings, and notes take the reader on a journey through this region.
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Danv Kangenakm (Towmmucw)

KABKA3 B 3AMUCAX U KAPTUHAX EBPOMNEWLIEB XIX BEKA

B Teuenne XIX-ro Beka konuuecTBO eBpormeiineB Ha KaBkase 3HAUMTENBHO YBEIMYUIIOCH.
Wx npeanasHayeHue u cdepa IeATeIbHOCTH B PErHOHE ObLIM PAa3HBIMHM - OHHM ITyTEIIECTBOBAJIM,
CIlY’)KMJIM TIpaBUTEJIbCTBAM POCCHUICKON HMMIIEpUM WIM JpPYrUX TOCYIapCTB, BEJIM HAy4HbIE
UCCJICIOBaHMs, IINHUOHUIM U T.4. Hekoropble M3 HHUX OCTaBWJIM CBOMM IIOTOMKAaM KaBKAa3CKHE
BIIEYATJICHUS B BUJE 3aMETOK U PUCYHKOB.

HuTepecHbl TBOpEHUs TpeX €Bponeiiles, npuexasnx Ha Kaskas, B Tom uncine u B ['pysuro,
C Pa3HBIMU MUCCHSMU: KapTUHBI, ocTaBiieHHbIe | eHpuxom Teonopom Bele, ydacTHUKOM Hay4HOU
IKCIIeIUIINK, OpraHnn3oBaHHou [lerepOyprckoit Akagemueld HayK B HavaJie BeKa, YHUKAIbHBL, J1Jis
n3yyeHuss ucropur KaBka3ckol BOWHBI BaXKHbl KApTHHBI M MNHMCbMa XYyAOXXHHKa Teomopa
lNopmienbsta, BoeBaBmiero npotuB HapoaoB CeBepHoro Kaskaza B 1858-1862 rr. B cocTtaBe apmMuu
Poccuiickoit mmnepun; Pucynku OpHcra ['ekkens, ydyeHOro ¢ MHPOBBIM HMEHEM, 300JI10Ta,
npuexasuiero B ['py3uro B myremectsue B 1897 rony, BEIIIOJIHEHBI C YAUBUTEIBHOW IPOCTOTOM.

22-neTHuii HeMmeukui XyaokHUK ['empux Teomop Bemie ydacTBOBanm B JKCHETUIMHM Ha
KaBka3, opranmsoBanHHoil IlerepOyprckoil Akagemued Hayk moj pykoBoiacTBoM A. MycuHa-
[Tymkuna (1799-1805), ¢ xemaHueM NO3HAKOMHUTHCS C HOBBIMH CTpaHaMu WJM 3apa0aThiBaTh
nenbru. Hapsay ¢ coctaBieHueM kKaprorpaguueckux KapT B 3KCIEAMIMU OH Bcerja pucosanl. Ero
KapTHHBI ¢ BuAaMu ['py3un u neiizaxxamu TOucH BbICTaBIeHbI B My3esx ['epmanuu. 3anucu Bene
o ero nyreuectBusx 1o Kaska3zy 10 cux mop He oOHapyskeHbl. Cyis 110 OJIMCH OAHOM KapTUHBI,
B 1802 rony xymoxxHuk yxxe Obul B TOmmmcu. Hemenkuii TBopell 3aMKCHPOBAl yBUJICHHOE U
NEPEeKUTOE BO BPEMsl CBOMX BBIE3JIHBIX FKcHenuiuii u3 TOunucu B psijie KapTUH - B HUX MOXKHO
YBUJETh BIIEYATICHUS OT YYXXOW HPUPOJbI U YAMBUTEIBHO KPAacHUBOM apXUTEKTyphl. MHorue
HaOpocku Bene u Gonee no3aHue 3aKOHUEHHBIE KAPTHHBI KUCTBIO UMEIOT MOMETKY «y Tudiucar.
Becnoit 1803 roma XyJnoOXKHUK oOTIpaBwicid B IyTh B ApmeHuto. Bene cozpman kpacuseiliine
KapTUHBI, YBUJEB KOTOpHIE COBpEMEHHBIM dYenoBek myremecTByeT no Kaska3zy nauama XIX-ro
BEKa.

[Touemy Hemenkuit xynoxHuk Teomop IlopmensT Tak caMOOTBEpKEHHO Ooposcs c
KaBKa3CKUM HapoJ/ioM, OopromuMcs 3a cBoOOAy M He3aBUcHMMOCTh? Ero mpuesn Obl1 HE TONBKO
MyTEIIeCTBUEM XYA0XKHHUKA, YTO BUJIHO U3 €r0 COUMHEHHUH, KOTOpbIi ObUT n3aaH B Mionxene B 1880
rony B Bujae kHuru — «Teomop [opimienbT - ero >xu3Hb M ero TBopuectBo. Mcmanus, Apkup,
Kagkas». OH cpaxkayics BMeCTe C PYCCKMMH 3a 3aBoeBaHMe KaBka3a M He TOJIbKO M300pakasl Ha
X0JICTe OaTajbHBbIE CLEHBl, HO U MOAPOOHO OMMCHIBAI B CBOEM IPOU3BENECHUU JIPYrHe Ba)KHbIE
coObITHs. Bo BTOpoii M Tperbell rnaBax KHUIM — «KaBka3» - Mbl 3HAKOMHMMCS C MUCbMaMH,
OTIIPaBJICHHBIMHU XYI0)KHUKOM B I'epmanunto. OH moJpoOHO ONMCHIBAET MapLIPYThl MyTEIIECTBUM,
NPUPOJy, HaceJIeHHbIE MYHKTHI, JIIOJeH, OOoeBble 3MU307bl, BCTPEUH C TE€HEpalaMh U JIPYTUMHU
BOCHHBIMU JieATeIsIMA U T. 1. CoueHEeHNEe HEMEIKOTO XY/I0’KHHUKA JOHKHBIM 00pa3oM HE U3YUYEHO;
B ony06iMKOBaHHBIX HAayYHBIX HCCIIEIOBaHMAX BHUMAaHHME COCPEIOTOYEHO Ha €ro TBOPUYECTBE Kak
XYJO0XKHUKA.

N36pannble nuchbma DpHeTa ['ekkens non penakuueit I'eopra Yimmana u Kypra Benexkunna,
onybnukoBaHHble B 1972 rony. U3natenu orMedaroT, 4To ['ekkenb MyTeecTBOBal HE TOJIbKO Kak
YUEHBI M UCCIENOBaTelb, HO M KaK XYJOXXHHUK. JIOKyMEHTaMu 3TO NOE3IKH SBISAIOTCS
MHOTOYHCJICHHbIE 3apPUCOBKH, aKBApelIM W OYEHb MHTEPECHBIE 3aMETKH, KOTOpbIE HE yTpaTHIu
CBOEH NpPUBIEKATENbHOCTH M cerogHs. Hemenkuit 30070r paccka3blBaeT O COOCTBEHHBIX
OLIYIIEHUSX, HE CKpbIBAeT BII€YATJIEHUH, BBI3BAHHBIX YBHJEHHbIM; B 0OBIYHON 151 ydeHOTro
MaHepe OH ONMMCHIBAET Nnpupoay Kaskasza, ropoja U XpaMbpl-MOHACTBIPH, BCTPEUAIOIIMECS Ha ITYTH.
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OueHb WHTEPECHO OMNHUCAHBI MOJIPOOHOCTH NEATENBHOCTH HMHOCTPAHIEB B ['py3um u neramu
npeObIBaHUS B TOCTAX y HUX. B reorpaduyeckux Ha3BaHUAX JOMYCKAIOTCS HETOYHOCTH, HO 3TO HE
OpocaeT TeHb Ha 3alUCH yIEHOTO.

PaboTsl Tpex eBpomelleB - ABYX XYIOKHHUKOB U OJHOI'O YYEHOIo — JaeT IyOJHUKe SICHOE
npencrasieHue o Kaekasze XIX Beka. B ux xapTuHax 0KHMBalOT KpacHUBEWIINE MeW3akH, BUJBL,
UCTOPUYECKHE COOBITHUS, @ 3aMETKH YHOCST YUTATEINs B ITEIIECTBUE 10 3TOMY PETHOHY.
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