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Tedo dundua, apolon TabuaSvili 

 
`gurjistanis vilaieTi~ da batonymobis gauqmeba samxreT 

da samxreT-dasavleT saqarTveloSi 
 

agroindustriuli profili, urbanuli prioritetebi, aTeulobiT 

milioni mosaxle, manufaqturebi, daqiravebuli Sroma, bazrebi, akvedu-

kebi, saerTaSoriso vaWroba, batonymuri rigis da wodebriobis arar-

seboba, sulTnis Zalauflebis aramemkvidreobiTi xasiaTi XVII sauku-

nidan, bizantiuri stili arqiteqturaSi, kontroli SavizRvispireTsa 

da aRmosavleT xmelTaSuazRvispireTze _ yovelive zemoaRniSnuli 

osmaleTis imperiis bizantiuri memkvidreobaa.1

kidev erTi simptomaturi bizantinizmia osmalur metropolisSi 

(rumelia, anatolia) _ agraruli seqtoris marTvis saxelmwifo socia-

listuri principi, bevrad ufro mowesrigebuli da permanentuli sa-

xiT, vidre es adre iyo.

 

2

                                                           
1 S. Runciman. The Fall of Constantinople 1453. Cambridge University Press. 1965. Reprinted 1996, 
gv. 158-159; T. Dundua. The Cyclic Dialectics. Tbilisi. 1996; T. dundua, n. silagaZe. ciklu-
ri dialeqtika, arqiteqtura da stilis kategoria. Tb. 1998, gv. 4; World Cultures. 
A Global Mosaics. Textbook. New Jersey. 1999, gv. 578; T. dundua. sevastosebi da 
marTlmadidebeli simaxia. daviT aRmaSenebeli da Teodore gabrasi. Tb. 2003, 
gv. 8-10; The Black Sea. A History of Interaction. Teaching Pack. Council of Europe. Gyldendal 
Undervisning. Oslo. 2004, gv. 86-106; m. svaniZe. TurqeTis istoria (1299-2000). Tb. 2007, 
gv. 196; T. dundua, n. fifia. saqarTvelo da gare samyaro – evropis `Seqmna~ da 
evropis integraciis istoriuli formebi. I. sauniversiteto saxelmZRvanelo. 
Tb. 2009, gv. 142-148.  
2 m. svaniZe. TurqeTis istoria (1299-2000), gv. 139-140.  

 miwebis fondi saxelmwifo sakuTrebaa. misi 

kultivaciis procesi centralizebulia. fasebi sasoflo-sameurneo 

produqtze, sabazro fasebTan SedarebiT, odnav aweulia specialuri 

saxelmwifo ediqtebiT fasebis Sesaxeb. bizantiuri dapirispireba in-

dustriul zRvispireTsa da anatoliis hinterlands Soris indust-

riul da agrarul produqtebze fasebis Sefardebam gamoiwvia. hegemo-

ni zRvispireTi agrarul seqtors sabazroze ufro dabal fasebs uwe-

sebda sabazro urTierTobebSi saxelmwifos Carevis gziT. amas Sede-

gad anatolielebis Turqebis mxareze gadasvla, gaTurqeba da ekono-
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mikuri sistemis politikuri TvalsazrisiT orad gaxleCva mohyva.3

saxelmwifo savargulebze sasoflo-sameurneo samuSaoebis menej-

ments umaRlesi administracia axorcielebda. adgilze ki ramdenime 

aTeul an aseul nadelze (CifTliqze) ekonomikur kontrols axorcie-

lebdnen aqedan upiratesi Semosavlis mqoneni, da amitomac, samxedro 

valdebulni. erTi sifahis (meomris) sameurneo meurveobis qveS myof 

konkretuli Semosavlis mqone miwebs Timari erqva; ufro met Semosa-

vals ziameTi iZleoda. Timariotebi da zaimebi, miliciis garda, samo-

qalaqo-administraciul samsaxurSic idgnen.

 os-

malTa dros ki fasebi isea reglamentirebuli, rom ZiriTadad saxelm-

wifo sakuTrebaSi arsebuli miwebis fondidan momdinare agrarul 

produqtze fasi odnav aweulia sabazro normasTan mimarTebiT. amiT 

konfliqti zRvispireTsa da hinterlands Soris mogvarebulia. damate-

biT, saxelmwifo sakuTrebaSi arsebuli manufaqturebis mravalricxov-

neba gvavaraudebinebs, rom, gansxvavebiT adreuli epoqisagan, axla me-

ti yuradReba daeTmo sawarmoo saSualebebis warmoebas. 

4

qarTuli feodaluri konstitucia monarqizmis, wodebriobis, ker-

Zo sakuTrebisa da batonymuri rigis sinTezia.

 Tanamdebobrivi winsvlis 

SemTxvevaSi Timaris nacvlad ziameTi eZleodaT. aseve Cveulebrivi 

procedura iyo konkretuli mizezebis gamo, Timaris an ziameTis Ca-

morTmeva. miwas piradad Tavisufali raiaTebi amuSavebdnen. aseTi iyo 

osmaluri agraruli sistema. 

5 viciT, rom osmalobam 

samxreT da samxreT-dasavleT saqarTveloSi XVI saukunidan miwaze 

kerZo sakuTreba mospo, is saxaso sistemam Secvala. bevri feodaluri 

saxli amis gamo regions tovebs.6 darCenilebi ki islams iReben da 

axali statusiT TavianT Zvel qveyanas marTaven, de facto avtonomias;7

                                                           
3 S. Runciman. The Fall of Constantinople 1453, gv. 27; J. J. Norwich. A Short History of 
Byzantium. Published in Penguin Books. 1998, gv. 242-243; T. dundua. sevastosebi da 
marTlmadidebeli simaxia. daviT aRmaSenebeli da Teodore gabrasi, gv. 8-10, 
17-18. 
4  S. Runciman. The Fall of Constantinople 1453, gv. 35; m. svaniZe. saqarTvelo-osmaleTis 
urTierTobis istoriidan XVI-XVII ss. Tb. 1971, gv. 79. 
5 ix.: vaxtang VI-is samarTlis wignTa krebuli. teqsti gamosca, gamokvleva da 
leqsikoni daurTo i. doliZem. Tb. 1963. 
6  m. svaniZe. samcxe-saaTabago XVI saukunis miwurulSi. saqarTvelos istoriis 
narkvevebi. t. IV. Tb. 1973, gv. 150-155. 
7 S. lomsaZe. samcxe-saaTabago: XVIII s. Suawlebidan XIX s. Suawlebamde. Tb. 
1975, gv. 382-383. 

 

ise, rom ekonomikuradac qarTlTan kavSiri ar gawyvetila. amis safuZ-

velze mesxebi enas inarCuneben. vinaidan mesxeTs isev jayelebi da xim-

SiaSvilebi marTaven, e.i. de facto wodebriobac SenarCunda. SesaZloa, de 
jure wodebrivi kasta mesxeTis saxaso miwebis koleqtiuri momxmarebe-
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li iyo genetiur perspeqtivaSi. 

e.i. lokaluri (mesxuri) socialuri kontraqti abstrahirda saka-

nonmdeblo iniciativisgan, privatuli sistemisgan da, pirobiTad, Sei-

narCuna wodebrioba. kidev erTi punqti iyo qarTul verbalur konsti-

tuciaSi _ kerZod, batonymuri rigi. ra SeiZleba iTqvas amasTan dakav-

SirebiT?! 

konkretuli aspeqtiT saintereso hipoTezis deduqciuri kons-

truqcia aseTia: 1828-1829 wlebSi ruseTis jarebma samcxe-javaxeTi dai-

kaves8 da mospes is barieri, rac SeiZleba qarTl-kaxeTTan ekonomiku-

ri urTierTobisaTvis xelisSemSleli yofiliyo; 1877-1878 wlebSi ru-

sebma daikaves eruSeTi, artaani da kola, SavSeTi da klarjeTi, aWara, 

orive tao.9 1864-1871 wlebSi qarTuli ekonomikuri sistemis farglebSi 

yvelgan etapobrivad gauqmda batonymoba.10

upirveles yovlisa, saWiroa yuradReba SevaCeroT 1595 wlis `gur-

jistanis vilaieTis did davTarze~. misi sawyisi nawili eTmoba  ka-

nonTa wigns, kanun-names, sadac, sxva sakiTxebTan erTad, saubaria raia-

Tis statusze. kanun-nameSi aRniSnulia: ` . . . ukeTu qali mis mflo-

belobaSi myof miwas (e.i. miwis nakveTs, romelsac adre, albaT, qalis 

meuRle amuSavebda – T. d., a. T.) daumuSavebels da cariels ar da-

tovebs da axal saxelmwifo davTarSi Cawerili [wesebis] mixedviT ix-

dis behresa da gamosaRebs, misgan [miwebis] CamorTmeva neba darTuli 

ar aris, da ukeTu  reaÁadan kvdeba vinme da mas miwa rCeba, [es miwa] 

Svilze gadadis, rogorc samkvidro mflobeloba (e.i. Svils SeuZlia 

misi damuSaveba – T. d., a. T.). Tu mas Svili ara hyavs, mis Zmaze ar ga-

dadis; Tafus

 axalcixis mazra am kuTxiT 

arsad ixsenieba. ratom? nuTu batonymoba iq viRacam adre ukve gaauq-

ma?! arc 1877-1878 wlebSi SemoerTebul teritoriebze gauuqmebiaT ru-

sebs batonymoba. 

daskvna erTia _ XVI-XVII saukuneebSi mesxeTis did TemSi/ gur-

jistanis vilaieTSi batonymoba osmalebma gaauqmes. sxva sakiTxia, eko-

nomikuri kuTxiT ramdenad rentabeluri SeiZleba yofiliyo mmarTve-

li klasisTvis Semosavlis da stimulis procentuli Sekveca. 

deduqciuri hipoTeza induqciuradac unda iyos Semagrebuli. vna-

xoT, rogori viTarebaa asaxuli Tanadroul dokumentebSi.  

11

                                                           
8 saqarTvelos istoria. XIX saukune. saxelmZRvanelo istoriis fakultetis 
studentebisaTvis. Tb. 2004, gv. 111-113. 
9 saqarTvelos istoria. XIX saukune, gv. 187-191. 
10 saqarTvelos istoria. XIX saukune, gv. 149-154. 
11 Tafus wesiT miwis gacema niSnavda miwaze momuSavis umemkvidreod gardacva-
lebis SemTxvevaSi am miwis axal muSakze gacemas gadasaxadis gadaxdis piro-
biT. Tafus wesiT sifahebi miwas raiaTebs gadascemdnen.   

 wesebs daeqvemdebareba. magram Tu misi Zma gadaixdis 
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Tafus im gamosaRebs, romelsac sxva iZleva, maSin [miwa] sxvas ar ga-

daecema. papis miwa misi SvilisSvilze ar gadadis~.12

marTalia, kanun-names Semdegi nawili gaqceuli raiaTebis ukan 

dabrunebis sakiTxs exeba, magram aq specifikur mdgomareobasTan unda 

gvqondes saqme. dokumentSi aRniSnulia: `Tu davTarSi registrirebuli 

reaÁas [xalxi] daifanteba, _ dawesebulia kanoni, rom isini moyvanil 

iqnen ukanve da dasaxlebulni TavianT adgilas, xolo, ukeTu aTma, an 

metma welma ganvlo, ukan gadmosaxleba ar SeiZleba; gamosaRebi maT 

gadaxdebaT sacxovrebeli adgilis mixedviT~.

 kanun-names aRniS-

nuli nawili erTgvarad gvisabuTebs, rom raiaTi miwaze ar aris im sa-

xiT mimagrebuli, rogorc es gvxvdeba, Tundac, qarTul feodalur sa-

zogadoebaSi.  

13 Cveni varaudiT, aq sau-

bari unda iyos ara raiaTebis piradi gadaadgilebis uflebis SezRud-

vaze, aramed axlad dapyrobili teritoriidan mosaxleobis masobrivi 

gaqcevis prevenciaze. am mosazrebas pirdapir exmaureba kanun-nameSive 

Setanili is punqti, sadac aRniSnulia, rom axlad mosuli raiaTi 

sofelSi dasaxlebis da sami wlis cxovrebis Semdgom adgilobrivi 

Timariotis daqvemdebarebaSi gadadis _ ` . . . Tu sxva reaÁadan mova 

vinme, romelime sofelSi dasaxldeba da icxovrebs [iq] 3 weliwads 

ise, rom vinmeze ar iqneba miwerili, is Timaris mflobelis (ufro 

zustad, mosargeblis, e.i. sifahis – T. d.) iseTive reaÁa xdeba, rogorc 

sxvebi. aravis eminTagan da arc sxvas visme xeli ar aqvs [am saqmeSi] 
da mas nu mosTxoven gamosaRebs im mizeziT rom is mosuliao. [aq] 

sazRvaria [da] xalxis Casaxlebaa saWiro . . .~.14

. . . Tu [vinme] gareSe raiÁÁeTi mova da Tafus safuZvelze sifahis 
// miwas daxnavs da daTesavs, maSin [dawesebuli] behres gadaxdis 

 

Cildiris vilaieTis (axalcixis safaSo) mkvidri raiaTebi piradi 

TavisuflebiT rom sargeblobdnen da mxolod sagadasaxado 

sistemaze, da ara miwaze, iyvnen mimagrebulni, am faqts adasturebs 

kanun-names Semdegi punqtebi: `raiÁÁeTis Svili aris raiÁÁeTi, sanamdis 

is sxvas araa miwerili. Tu reaÁa Tavis saxnav-saTesad gamosadeg miwas 
ar daamuSavebs da sxva sifahis miwis dasamuSaveblad wava, am 

SemTxvevaSi dakanonebulia aseTebisagan ori yuSuris aReba [xsenebuli 

garemoebis] dadasturebis Semdeg. xolo Tu is Tavisi miwis 

damuSavebis Semdeg daamuSavebs kidev sxva sifahis miwas, (maSin) ori 

yuSuris gadaxda uqmdeba.  

                                                           
12 gurjistanis vilaieTis didi davTari. Turquli teqsti gamosca, Targmani, 

gamokvleva da komentarebi daurTo s. jiqiam. wigni II. Tb. 1941, gv. 1. 
13 gurjistanis vilaieTis didi davTari, w. II, gv. 1. 
14 gurjistanis vilaieTis didi davTari, w. II, gv. 5-6. 
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Semdeg aiReba ori donumi ukeTesi adgilidan erTi axCa, xolo sami 
donumi uaresi adgilidan [agreTve] erTi axCa. donumi sigrZiTa da 
siganiT 40 nabiji miwaa, Cveulebrivi nabijiT. [amaze] meti an naklebi 
ar unda iqnes miRebuli. dakanonebulia, rom saxnav-saTesad gamosadegi 
reaÁas is miwa, romelsac [reaÁa] sam weliwads zedized umizezod 
daumuSavebels da cariels dastovebs, CamoerTvas mas da gadaeces 
sxvas, Tafus safuZvelze. 

. . . Tu gareSe vinme mova da sifahis Timarze gaizamTrebs, maSin, 

Tu is colSviliania, mas gadaxdes gazamTrebis gamosaRebi _ 6 axCa, 

xolo Tu is martoxelaa, magram kera aqvs, maSin gadaxdes sakvamle 

gamosaRebi _ 3 axCa. // Tu ki is miwas daxnavs da daTesavs da miwis 

gamosaRebs gadaixdis, maSin gazamTrebis gamosaRebs is aRar ixdis. 
mozamTreebi sami wlis ganmavlobaSi ixdian gazamTrebis gamosaRebs; 

xolo Tu gazamTrebaSi daayovndebaT 3 welze meti, maSin Tavis 

sifahis unda miscen gamosaRebi benaqi _ 18 axCa. Tu gareSe reaÁa, 

romelic sxva sifahize araa miwerili, mova da icxovrebs sifahis 

Timarze, man dawesebuli gamosaRebi unda misces Timaris mflobels. 

sxvas xeli ara aqvs amaSi . . .~.15

mesxeTSi mcxovrebi raiaTebi saxelmwifos (sulTnis) sakuTrebaSi 

myof miwebs amuSavebdnen; aqedan saxelmwifos wili mniSvnelovani iyo 

(mosavlis erT mexuTedi _ `xumsi~), romelic xelfasis saxiT eZleo-

daT samxedro pirebs (sifahebs). raiaTebi ixdidnen suladobriv 25 ax-

Cas. sifahebi Timarebisa da ziameTebis mosargebleni iyvnen.

  

rogorc vxedavT, axalcixis safaSos mkvidr raiaTebs gadaadgi-

lebis da sxva sifahze (Timariotze) miweris anu adgilmonacvleobis 

ufleba aqvT, xolo, im SemTxvevaSi, Tu raiaTi sami wlis manZilze mi-

was ar daamuSavebs, mas es miwa CamoerTmeva da, ra Tqma unda, amis 

Semdgom is, sakuTari survilisamebr, ganagrZobs cxovrebas. yovelive 

es ki mesxeTSi mcxovreb qarTvel miwaTmoqmedTa pirovnul Tavisufle-

baze metyvelebs.  

16

                                                           
15 gurjistanis vilaieTis didi davTari. w. II, gv. 1-2.  
16 axalcixis safaSoSi da mis mimdebare regionebSi Timarebi da ziameTebi, 

osmaleTis rigiTi provinciebis msgavsad, aramemkvidreobiT gaicemoda da 

mxolod saxelmwifo samsaxurTan iyo dakavSirebuli, rasac adasturebs mra-

vali osmaluri dokumenti. ix.: osmaluri firmanebi da beraTebi samxreT-da-

savleT saqarTvelos istoriisaTvis. XVI-XVIII saukuneebi. Turquli teqsti, 

qarTuli TargmaniT, SesavaliT, terminologiuri leqsikoniT, faqsimileebiTa 

da saZieblebiT gamosacemad moamzada n. Sengeliam. Tb. 2011. 

 axalci-

xis safaSoSi mcxovrebi raiaTebis pirovnul Tavisuflebaze metyve-

lebs agreTve 1595 wlis `gurjistanis vilaieTis didi davTris~ da 

1728 wlis `Tbilisis vilaieTis didi davTris~ Sedarebac. 1595 wlis 
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davTarSi raiaTebi miwerilni arian im administraciul erTeulze, sa-

dac miwas amuSaveben. aq arsad Cans maTi pirovnuli damokidebuleba. 

ase mag., `sofeli Surdo eqvemdebareba mzvares [r-ns]. iordanes Svi-

liSvili, mereb[a] Ze misi . . .~.17 rac Seexeba 1728 wlis `Tbilisis vi-

laieTis did davTars~, aq gansxvavebuli mdgomareobaa _ osmalebi am 

SemTxvevaSi qarTul feodalur sistemas ar Sexebian da, Sesabamisad, 

davTarSi raiaTebi Seyvanilia TavianT mebatoneebTan erTad. mag. _ 

`sofeli axmaji eqvemdebareba amilaxvars. daTuna Ze dimitrisi . . . 

Wala amilaxvris Svilis givis mflobelobaSi, eqvemdebareba 

xsenebuls . . .~.18

aRsaniSnavia, rom mesxeTis zogierT nawilSi osmaleTis 

xelisuflebam rigi sanjayebisa iurTlukisa da ojaklikis wesiT gas-

ca, rac Cildiris vilaieTSi TiTqos miwis memkvidreobiT sakuTrebaSi 

qonebas niSnavda. aseTi kategoriis miwebi, Tavis mxriv, davTarSi ar 

tardeboda.

  

19

1829 wels ruseTis armiam axalcixisa da axalqalaqis mxareebi 

daikava. maT osmaluri sagadasaxado sistema droebiT ucvlelad da-

toves. Cans, isini ar Sexebian arc miwaTmoqmedTa statuss. ubralod, 

miwebis didi nawili saxazino sakuTrebad gamoacxades.

 aRniSnul raionebSi ki, SesaZloa, raiaTebi memkvidreo-

biT mflobelebze  damokidebulni yofiliyvnen, Tumca aseTi miwebis 

fondi osmalebis mier okupirebuli qarTuli teritoriebis umcireso-

bas warmoadgenda. Tanac droTa ganmavlobaSic aqac tipuri osmaluri 

miwaze sakuTrebis wesi mkvidrdeboda. 

rogorc vxedavT, mesxeTis miwaTmoqmedi mosaxleobis didi nawi-

li XVI-XVIII saukuneebSi piradi TavisuflebiT sargeblobda da `mib-

muli~ iyo Timarul sistemaze. miwis damuSavebis SemTxvevaSi maT mier 

saxelmwifo miwaze moyvanili mosavlis 1/5 nawili samxedro pirebs, 

sifahebs, xelfasis saxiT eZleoda. amave dros, osmaleTis xelisuf-

leba `reaÁas xalxis dafantvas~ anu regionidan masobriv gaqcevas 

krZalavda. 

20

                                                           
17 gurjistanis vilaieTis didi davTari. w. II, gv. 35. 
18 1728 wlis Tbilisis vilaieTis didi davTari. wigni I. osmaluri teqsti qar-

Tuli TargmaniT, SesavliT, gamokvleviTa da faqsimileebiT gamosacemad moam-

zades akad. s. jiqiam da prof. n. Sengeliam. Tb. 2009, gv. 407.  
19 ix.: m. svaniZe. saqarTvelo-osmaleTis urTierTobis istoriidan XVI-XVII ss., 

gv. 312-313. 
20 Х. А.  Вермишев.  Экономический быт государственных крестьян Ахалцихского и 
Ахалкалакского уездов. Материалы для изучения экономического быта государственных 
крестьян Закавказского края. т. III. ч. II. Тифлис. 1886, gv. 165. 

 adgilobriv 

gamuslimebul qarTul wodebriv elitas (begebs) socialuri privile-

giebi, garkveulwilad, SeunarCunes. 1870-ian wlebSi ki isini ruseTis 
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Tavadaznaurobas gauTanabres.21

XIX saukunis 30-ian wlebSi osmaleTSi Timaruli sistema moispo. 

raiaTebis ekonomikur cxovrebaSi araferi Secvlila. saxelmwifo 

konkretul Semosavals konkretuli nadelidan mainc iRebda.

 

22 1877-1878 

wlebSi rusebma daikaves osmaleTis SemadgenlobaSi myofi istoriuli 

samxreT-dasavleT saqarTvelos didi nawili: eruSeTi, artaani, kola, 

SavSeTi, aWara, klarjeTi, amier da imier tao.23 am droisaTvis  ruse-

Tis mTeli imperiis masStabiT didi xnis dasrulebuli iyo saglexo 

reforma. cxadia, ruseTis xelisufleba batonymuri sistemis arsebo-

bas am mxareebSi ar dauSvebda. aRniSnul SemTxvevaSic, ruseTis mTav-

robas aq TiTqmis araferi Seucvlia. adgilze batonymobis likvidacia 

saWiro ar gamxdara. ruseTis imperatorma Tavis sasargeblod gamoiye-

na osmaluri kanoni miwebis saxelmwifo sakuTrebaSi arsebobis Sesa-

xeb da axlad SemoerTebuli teritoriebis miwebis fondi saxazino sa-

kuTrebad gamoacxada. mosaxleobas ki miwis igive nakveTebi dautoves 

dasamuSaveblad.24  sabolood, XIX saukunis bolos baTumisa da ar-

Tvinis okrugebSi miwaTmoqmedebs sakuTrebaSi gadaecaT miwis mcire 

nawili, umetesi fondisa ki xazinis sakuTrebad darCa.25

                                                           
21 S. lomsaZe. samcxe-saaTabago . . ., gv. 445. 
22 m. svaniZe. TurqeTis istoria (1299-2000), gv. 290. 
23 saqarTvelos istoria. XIX saukune, gv. 187-191. 
24 a. bendianiSvili, a. dauSvili, m. samsonaZe, x. qoqraSvili, d. WumburiZe, o. 

janeliZe. ruseTis kolonializmi saqarTveloSi. Tb. 2008, gv. 169. 
25 a. bendianiSvili, a. dauSvili, m. sÁamsonaZe, x. qoqraSvili, d. WumburiZe, o. 

janeliZe. ruseTis kolonializmi saqarTveloSi, gv. 170. 

 

saerTo jamSi, miviReT Semdegi suraTi: saqarTvelos ekonomikuri 

sistemis 1/3 nawilSi batonymoba ufro adre gauqmda, vidre, vTqvaT, po-

loneTSi (napoleonis mier), prusiasa (1806 w.) da ruseTSi (1861 w.); es 

faqti, TavisTavad, Zalzed simptomaturia. 

 m. samsonaZe,



Tedo dundua, apolon TabuaSvili. `gurjistanis vilaieTi~ da batonymobis gauqmeba 
samxreT da samxreT-dasavleT saqarTveloSi 
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Tedo Dundua, Apollon Tabuashvili 
 

EMANCIPATION OF THE SERFS IN THE SOUTHERN 
AND SOUTH-WESTERN GEORGIA  

(CHILDIR VILAYET) 
 

Summary 
 

In the glorious days of Byzantium, Emperor Heraclius divided Western part of 
Anatolia into four themes, each under a strategos. Large numbers of soldiers were settled 
there, receiving inalienable grants of land on condition of hereditary military service. This 
new arrangement laid the foundation for well-trained native army, consisting of farmer-
soldiers’ light infantry. 

Not exactly the same, but still, there was regular militia in the Ottoman Empire 
composed of men who were alloted land by the Sultan in exchange for obligation to do 
military service whenever required. Actually, personally not these warriors, the sipahis, but  
free peasants, the rayats, were cultivating  state land under formers’supervision. Such a land, 
which could be hereditary, was known as timar. Larger land, known as ziamet, meant higher 
position for sipahi in the army, with greater obligations to provide his equipment.  

That is how, partly, the Ottoman army was organized. 
Towards the end of the 16th c. Southern and South-Western Georgia became part of 

the Ottoman Empire. Was the Ottoman military pattern used in Georgia with the Georgian 
feudals converting themselves into timariots and zaims, and the Georgian serfs – gaining 
freedom and becoming the rayats?! 

Yes, it was. “Book of the Incomes of Childir Vilayet (Southern and South-Western 
Georgia)” (the 16th c.) contributes as main source for history of Georgia under the Ottomans. 
And it shows rayats moving freely from one timar to another, and even threatened to be left 
without job if not cultivating prescribed land. 

In the 19th c. Southern and South-Western sites gradually joined the rest of Georgia  
now being subject of the Russian Empire. And the Russians did not bother themselves by 
abolishment of serfdom in this newly acquired regions because it had been already abolished 
there long times ago. 

Poland had Napoleon to set the serfs free; Prussians did it in 1806, Russians – in 1861. 
For the third part of Georgia the picture seems to be more progressive with serfdom being 
abolished in the 16th c. 




