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305



LoJodoggaremlb obdm@ool 0blGoda@dol dem8gdo. XII

33083980l 36gboegbo (3bmdamo dobsbBomemmao Bstrien  ogmo  agm. gedm-
3960l megsbobsBmems dmeol 3o 0yg36g96: (6mdormo  g@byo  Bromzbgdsmd-
300y, 39660 dsBolol body s IbsEzcol IgdmJdgwagdol smastrgdmmo  9dl-
39080 9. ©d70, 3396003900 ©ademmdsdo, 6.56(305)0 ©d ]50633@3070 d(3bg
6. BoomagMo ©s $39M039mo admmdsdo s dgadmgdamo eBgdals Lagsetgm
979900l 8653800dgemo, Bgdegmddo  dedzgsteals bogg@boggdol ©nddsGEmb
mJbob (6mdogmo Lsdsbogm (396@Gobs s Fqbgndol sdss®ligdgmo @. dgo-
Lo 83-3Qggomvat4>m.52 OOzt smdmbbos, mMasbobsgm@gdds LFmEo gsmzmes
3953909L s 38600l Jbmggemom  gnesEmgdol  (396E 3o gma3bsd dobsbBoT®
333mg3965B(3 oo as3mgbs ombos.

399539681, Aol 9Jb3mboagosBoz 750-3wg dobsb@Bonmo bgmmzbgdols
603730 ogm Bstrorgmo  Fbmgmoml  Lbgswsbbgs  J3qgbgdols dnbgndgdobs s
3969m  gmmgd(30900086, bablsgondo  Go@dsggds bgos Fomse ©s monddols
dognombsdg dbsbgamo qligyndds, Gsdsy dobsbBonmo bgmmgbgdobswdo 3680 -
3960l dnggsrmmms s 8d9M039mo  gmemgdomby@gdol  s@bsbamoa  abBgeglo
30000308, bsbzgmms  gsblszmmegdngm gemgnlido asdmegbsty gdldmbodgdy-
o Bobégmo dabsbJegdols 60dndgdo Imbges, HmIgmms qdtegmglimds B3q-
bogmemebizols s dmp) 3060l 3gdm  gomgdogdosb agm  (3bmdamo @ be-
JoOnggemmemesb  s@semgasmrse &5(5&60@0.53 33 dobsbJMgdol 0dgBgbmds dsero-

52 Exposition Internationale d’art Byzantine. Paris, Musée des Arts decoratifs. Paris. 1931.

53 ©sbagera® Ladgsbogdm moBg@egn®sdo 1931 Fmols dabsbBon®o g3sdmegzgbols sbgmo dery-

mmEbymo  Fomdsggds, 1dgdglse, Lfmego 3s@abnmo sb@oszstrnma dobGals s 3396039000
30mgdombyegdols e bsgznbygdol, asblsgnm®gdon go, dobsbBondo bgmmzbgdol 60dn3dgdo-
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Nino Simonishvili

BETWEEN HISTORY, COLLECTORS, SCIENCE AND POLITICS:
The Identification of a Medieval Book Cover of the Four Gospels in the Photo
Archive of Georgian State Museum of Folk and Applied Art

Summary

In the rich archives of the Georgian State Museum of Folk and Applied
Art there is a collection of photographs acquired in 1910-1913. This is
an important material for the identification and history of the precious objects
taken out of Georgia during political volatility and now kept in various
museums and private collections around the world. The present paper begins
with one of the Museum's archival photographs of a cloisonné image of the
Enthroned Virgin with Archangels in a richly-decorated chased frame. On the
mount, the work is identified as the book cover of the Khakhuli Four Gospels.

The same image of the Virgin paired with another enamel image of a
standing figure of St. Demetrius in a similarly richly-decorated chased frame
was identified by the Georgian scholars G. Chubinashvili and Sh. Amiranashvili
as the Medieval period book cover of Gelati Four Gospels. As they showed, this
book cover, one decorated with the gold-chased plaques and two cloisonné
enamels, was kept until the 1880s at the Gelati monastery near Kutaisi until the
enamels attracted collectors and antiquarians from the 19" century Russia, who,
with the support of the local authorities, robbed the treasury of the monastery.
The precious cover was removed from the manuscript and replaced by a modern
Russian cover executed in the workshop ofa famous Russian jeweler I.
Sazikov. The original cover was sold to the Kamerger of the Russian Imperial
court I. Balashev. Later on, the enamels were dismantled from the cover by I.
Balashev who then lent them to different exhibitions organized between 1897-
1915 in St. Petersburg. After the Bolshevik Revolution, the enamels were
illegally taken to Berlin where they appeared on the antiquarian market and
were sold separately, St. Demetrius to the Berlin Museum and the Virgin to a
Belgian collector, A. Stoclet. The two Georgian scholars also point out that the
publications of the famous Russian scholar N. Kondakov is the only source of
information about the enamels. Kondakov considered the enamel plaque of St.
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Demetrius as one of the best Byzantine enamels dated by the end of the 10™ and
beginning of the 11" century and the enamel of the Virginas a work
produced in Georgia by a Georgian artist at the end of the 12" and beginning of
the 13" centuries.

Based on a critical analysis of the Georgian and Russian publications on
the enamels in a broader historical and political context as well as of the
inscriptions on the page margins, the Museum’s photo can be identified as the
book cover of the Vardzia Four Gospels, which once belonged to the Queen
Tamar (1186-1212). It was probably donated to the Vardzia monastery and its
main relic, the miraculous icon of the Virgin of Vardzia.
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