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700003 3nmdymym-obhmMogm gagdmmb dmMab, MmImgong
BoMIMAMO9D 30330L0gM0 IgmEpyMygmo JMmm0gmomdolb Lb3zoobbgo
0000Mmymgdab, godmoymas 3noM3gmon - 3330000 bobooomnb
dm3mgbg00. sbgm dmM3zmgbgoL 30939mM36908 PTPomm HgMmophmMoymon
09%mdMmMOs s, 93Mgm39, 33M3399mn  ggbgmogamon Boomgbomdo,
300mazgma36907ymn sbafMmamemanymo, qmbmzganhyMymn
©s g9bmomn3n  ™m30LgOxdalb  Loobgmmazgdn (33030560, 2009: 63-
70). 893609Mg0s8n  domgdymos  bLoydsMa  Mygnmbab  bombydab
30mMgM3a33oLnyMm 9MmmmMdadYy, 9.0. 3o330bogMa bLyOLAHMHOL oMbLY-
0mMdsdYg, MmMIgmoE Lo®YI3ME J©I3L 30330L0M gbmdMNZ MEobL.
3933000mbob  dmogmms  3oM3zgmymaomo  3gamhgoob  dgbBogzms
03M9m39 v0(hH3n390L 3obLOdM3MyM gMMNsbmMdLL TodhgMmosyMo o
bLymogmo 3ganhymob bagmmao.

130600369 bobgddn Bymogmonman Bysmmgdab, sMggmemmanymo,
9mbmaMmoynymao, sbamm3mmmanymo s bb3s dobognb AmbsEgd900b
079%9 0h3n3©90s ©x0xmMads 080L MomMdsdY, MmI L3sbgdL ydzgmal
boboby @o sMyym Jyo LOY3Y699080 IxMm 3MEgmo HaMmodhmmMny
gdomom, 30©Mg I90agmd 3gMmomedn (RAsMormmobn, 1996: 12-145;
BbruTtagse, 2002: 123; Mxanapugse, 1989: 34-123; 33030060 @ bbgs: 2015:
79). 9L Igg9bgds L3dbgMab MMgmMME dMBMLIZMIMOLS s sbsgzmgmab,
nbg AMEommamabs o bLsdbMgmab bLadM3MgoL. o3 TbMng, Fob-
LagxMxdymMn nbdHgMabob IMIE39M™MNs o Bogmgdsm dgbbszmomn
L3000 30330L0MBOL By yMmngMoMmdgo0.

3933000mbB0b Bnnobgmdn ybzo 5dmbobymon IMszoxygMm3s60
3mbymymo 9993300MgmMdnb afMmgmdmagn 393609Mma dgbBsgzmab
0909390, boEMgobmE 3339 3bMdomns L3obgmab bododhnm sangmn
@ Mmmo oMy dom@pm ZmanbyM, oMedg dmnobo 39330000b
3ImAymM9oL dmMab. gobLagymMmgonom bsnbdHgMmabm 0bymMmIsEnsb
ndmggzs b3sbgmab, Mogobs o maghbydob sMggmmmanymon, 63005-
dshnzgyMo dgagmgon (3. acnmmmngnxsbndg, o bb3., 2008: 3-99). Mymo-
309M-0nmenmanymo, 96moMn30, §obmgMaszzngmo s bbgs dsbamgdo,
00000 39aM70000 360M0B0 8d30Mo dng30mMnMgoL o3 IgmBMymn
09033000Mgmdab  Hodmmmangm ©o Jhmbmmmanym  303d0M70d7
oMy domdm gmambgmob o domnobo@ 3ogzobonb, oModg d3gman
dndmbogmamobs o 3bhn3gMn bobab, 09Mdbymo bodysmmb gmby-
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90006, ML, 09690M0309, Loxryd3msE Jom 39dMOgM s MMy
M930mbgdmob L3sbgMab bobgMdmongn bLogogMmm-93mMbmTnzgMn o
3ambymymo ghongmomdgon.

sfMgdgmmmagnymn dmbo3gdgdnm, 3o33obombalb dmszemo Jgoob
00300060 dMaab bodgyMbgm 0mM30b9ds Bgmeomab bobodn nbyndo
(3Mmogmans, 1977: 156). 3d39mab 39Mnmg0dn L3sbgmab 3MBHoghgon
39Mg LodYysMMbLMSD bmMmEngMEgomEs bg3znb3nMms, 339MONMN ©O
Jmghabomgddg godogsmo gdgdnm, MmMIgmms MomEgbmods 50-bL
0mgdo®ads  3g9MomEgddn 3MmBmymosbym o ymosbym bobodo,
MmgmmMz AsbL, gb 3MBHagHgo0 3BMM denngMEyds.

330060  0Mnbyom-o@MgM3nbob bobodn b30bgmn  30335bL00L
39mByMob LLOMBIEOM s FghomyMmanymn BaMAmMgdab dmngMn
396Moo. dnbn LNAdmMozMy dMYdaHgdMmEs WNMBBY dEENMMAMN3
dmmbmzgbomgdolb. x¢ygMen s 03300000 MNMbydom d35M370o
393300000 @, dgbodanmy, g@mm dmmgym MganmbgoLL3.

bamgnbme A396L bgmm sMLYOO Tobomgdn JBMYOSL g300-
™33L 300H30EMmM, MMT 30330L00bL MyaNMbaL LogagMmm-93mMbmTnzyMn
7M0009M00MO500bsmM30b  b33BgML  goohbos  LoggmoMma d3ybgdMnzn
o bLadgyMmbgm-93MmbmanggMma 0sds: ddmozmn LLIMSTsEbm, T9(o-
yMangmon s bgmmzbymo BomMAmgods, b3nmgbdn, M306s, ByMo©N
000bgymn ©o nd3n0m0 mnombydn, dznMmxzsbn 0963970, 839500
©aboddegdMsE Lognmm dgMmdobo, @nbo, 3300, MBMO s Lb3.
bogogm BmAgbzmahyMo, Mmool 3033500y, Bnbosdns o 6gMdbymn
badysMm nym snbHgMabgdYmO.

39330b0mbab dm0gmMgdmeb L386gMOL 3o3d0M-mMNgMMOmdL
dobdyMmgdlb ogMgmzg GgbzgmMmgodn ToomemanyMm o Mymngnym
ob39gmoddon.

3Mmbgmnb 3;m0sb dmmdn oxngboMgdymo d3gmo badndmbzmm
32900L  0080MOPMYdg00L, goddHoMyboMmnobmdalb TmbsEgdgdnbLY
o oMmggmemgngma dgamadalb gobmoggodnb dgmamgdoomn sbsmn-
90 003396036900, MmM3, dnnsbo Dmanob Logdom LoLHYIgONL od®he-
360M03bmo0b  LYDMBbYMN  bobonomob  Bngbywogze®, 3o330Lombab
dmagMmaboanomagznbgdyMmogsdsgmmnabgodgmanbgmbgdmabeybdinobsg
SbMmYMYd Y, 0L goMAgdm dmbabg HMTdnb yMmogmmosdn. bmgm
L306900, 3gMaMoRNYMN 3EIOMIMONLY O IMBIMIPmMO bozogdab
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000sMymgdsms d9L80530bLY, ,89859MMJ07M0 bons” 30330L0MBAL
Ja00b mMnzg dbomab §39y6900bom3znl.

093609M9d3s 0339603Ma 03086, M3AE9bo dyoMmns s dh3n39
39330L0gmn dmngmgonlb Loymasgbmzmgdm Bbymdab dHMmsoEngdo:
0000 bLogbmzgmgdmab Hndgdn, dMmMAnL noMomgdab @mMMIndn, (Hob-
baEdab Hn3g00, Lodzoxmgda, MMBsT7bHdN O 8.3. 30335L00b Tons-
6900L HgMmoHMM0sdY JoMmymo BamImMIMOnb HM3mb0dgdn, JoMmymon
(b3567MN) Ho3ab 3M33900.

Jammymo (JMmabhnsbyann) dshgMmoomymn dggmgdab smbgomos oM
76 0ymbL L3360 S 30330L0MbNL dMogmms dbmeme F9dMOMYMN
3M0009M00mMO0b dg930,9M339© gb RJHd0ghYy39ma096 AMommgm
3933000080 bL30b63M0 gmboznMn ggdgbob sMbyOMOSDdY nd3gmgbn
©MM0Esbd mgdmg. dbmmm dsmysMmgmob Mganmbdn oxzndboMos
90 sbgmn L3sBYM g3oMa. HM3MaMaxgNs dbgMNY (MSB3YES, FoOMMM,
ms39Mm, M33Mob, 3ognd, s 0.9. yoMmshsndn 30 (3dznmabn, bymdy3o,
™y03305M0, oMM 08AS-BDMZN, Mx09MEY, 3angbmM badhnxgsms, bobeo,
990633060 s 8.8.): dOmpHag30 - 3sbnsbn, 33093 - 39bnoban, §oBg930 -
dMM3mMN360, MM3MMM — agdgdgmnsbn, JodgmoM — @agdjgmnsbo,
Mobsnmofm — Mgbznodznmon, Jgmdsbmg - JuMmoobmg - JyMmonsbo,
dob3yMBog30 - 3uyas00060. 3306mz0 - b3sbnb TboMmg, AsM3xNebm3zn -
Aofm3305b0, 5937930 — so0x33Mndg, bydngzn — b3zndmNybn, Bymznsbman
- byany3nabn, 39hng3-008hng30 - dndAZsB0 s bb3goon.
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Among many cultural-historical factors that give rise to different
directions of Caucasian cultural relations, there are primary-indigenous
events. Such phenomena include the immediate territorial neighbourhood
as well as certain genetic kinships manifested in the closeness of
anthropological, ethnocultural and linguistic traits. Science speaks of the
Paleo-Caucasian unity of the peoples of the region, i.e. the existence of the
Caucasian substratum, which is the basis of the Caucasian linguistic family.
The study of the primitive cults of the Caucasus Mountains also affirms a
definite unity in the field of material and spiritual culture.

In the light of the recent, written data, archaeological, ethnographic,
anthropological and other material data, the statement that the Svans
occupied a larger area in ancient times and the early Middle Ages than in
later periods is confirmed. This applies to the eastern and western borders
of Svaneti, as well as the northern and southern borders. Of particular
interestin this regard is the little-studied relationship between the dwellers
of the Svans’ Caucasus Mountains.

As a result of the field scientific research of the richly preserved
diverse cultural heritage in the Caucasus Mountains, the honourable place
and role of Svaneti is already known not only among the Colchian but also
among the Caucasian cultures as a whole. Archaeological, numismatic
monuments of Svaneti, Racha and Lechkhumi provide especially
interesting information; religious-mythological, linguistic, ethnographic
and other materials. Their comparative analysis indicates the typological
and chronological connections of this cultural heritage not only with the
cultures of Colchis and the Caucasus as a whole but also with the cultures
of the ancient East and ancient Greece, which are naturally based on long
trade-economic and cultural relations of Svaneti.
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According to archaeological data, the agricultural development of the
highland strip of the main ridge of the Caucasus begins in the Neolithic
period. In ancient times, Svaneti was in contact with the outside world
through ravines, sidewalks, and overpasses, numbering more than 50. In
the following periods, in the Proto-Koban and Koban eras, it seems that
these contacts became stronger.

In the late Bronze and early Iron ages Svaneti was a stronghold
of mining and metallurgical production of Caucasian culture. Its capacity
exceeded the local demand for the metal. It supplied non-ferrous and rare
metals to the Caucasus and possibly to more distant regions.

The materials available to us today allow us to prove that Svaneti has
its own natural and economic base for trade and economic relations in the
Caucasus region: powerful mining, metallurgical and artificial production,
copper, iron, non-ferrous ores and rare metals, precious fur, Timber, resin,
wax, honey and other trade nomenclatures, the Caucasus, Asia Minor and
the Greek world were interested.

Meetings in mythological and religious aspects also confirm Svaneti’s
relations with the highlanders of the Caucasus Mountains.

A comparative analysis of the directions of the old traffic routes
attested in the Kolkheti mountain strip based on the carrying capacity
data and the location of archaeological sites, shows that despite the
seasonal nature of the carrying capacity of the mountain strip road system,
the Caucasus mountain range also functioned as a kind of joining spine
in the relations of the tribes settled around it. While Svaneti, in terms of
geographical location and cultural flows, is a “connecting bridge” for the
countries located on both sides of the Caucasus.

Scientists are well aware of how solid and enduring the domestic order
traditions of the Caucasian mountaineers are: the types of their dwellings,
forms of tools, types of clothing, jewellery, ornaments, etc., toponyms of
Georgian origin on the territory of the Caucasus Mountains, Georgian (Svan)
type towers. The existence of Georgian (Christian) material monuments
should not be only the result of neighbourly relations between the Svans
and Caucasian highlanders. These facts show the existence of a Svan ethnic
element in the North Caucasus from ancient times to the present day.
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