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Lobomggdmmm g53mgygbgdobs. gmho Logsbagdmm smbadbsgws, MmM3d dnbo
BgFomgdal Bobos@bo oM3 bogoMmzgmmbs s 63 Bnbgmda sMag0lb Mbos
bzMEbmEs, gBgl 565LEG LS do@mbadzamabmgabsy 3o 30MEs3nM SMog-

7 gfggmg 11-8 8bmmme  356Lgzs6al  mGabol 80dsGamgalb Jg8wga, 1786 Bemal 22
L9d&93d9ML, mambmags Mnbgomal dmagmmdabegsh gmBob Ladomzgmmdn omymzgbgdmag
358mgDogbs. ab.: 0. (306(35dg. 1783 Bemals Iggamiggmmmdoma §Ead@o@n, 3. 257.

¥ bo8mb gabo@edzomol 396083600, Mmoger as@bgzo6L o BmbrmBgdas BoMnsbmsb gFmsr
3m@om3ozobomgol dmbbgbgdol BoMmmanbs. ab.: b. (3d0@ndgzamon. gombggeb gogdagadal Lo-
bgem8Bogmgdagn Immgabgmds, a3. 96; 0. (306(30dg. obamgdo Gbgm-bagdsmmggmmb gHmo-
960mdab 0bEmMoobomgal, a3. 39-43.
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960 Wb gmgdzs s dbmemme dobo dmaswmn 3mbadmgds asgam. gambggzebo
bodmygbgdem boboomgdobmab ©s393306Mgdom 3g53g9L ebgMmamgdomo s
boomgmo omnmgdals gog bo360L bmbmgggo.lg

b 500b0dbmb, MM aoMmbgzeb ogdegsdol obobgmgdmmo Bgmo-
930l dobss@bo sdbmen@ Mo asbbbgsegwmgds ol dogH dgoagbomo bbgs
3MgLb3MbgB(30980L5356. 3300 Ladd0sbmdolb sM(39Gm gBs3dg aombyg-
396L sbgor LgbLoG M Mgdgddg Bbasgbo Medsda FmbadMgdgda sMabmwgl
3539 4393Lb. dggolb sbymol JmEmBobgds s 3M(3gmo GgMoGmmngdal
aobbgobgdal Lygomba dob 3mMI3g@&a6(300L ©d30Mse@ L3 dm@s. 33sbmabs-
39, bLENMOSE dSMgozYMoE RSBL aoMbgzeb ogdegadol mbmabs gfMgzmg-
Lodn Lademmggmmbes s MMbgmdn dobo byMamgdals JobsMbol goyzH(sg-
m9dmmdsbmeb s 303906 5d0m. M8 bndg mz00 Mg ngo bmI mezo
S(3b0gds, M3 dodmbgFmalb MML LooMdmmgdal o339 dgMdmgdgmo
0ym ©s dob 3mMgbdmbogb(3090L 0d3gMnnl 53968 9d0 dobodwyg g(3bmdmeo-
696, 30y dom gfgzmyg I bobogws.

ym39mogg bgdmongdnmoesb asdmdmnbsmg, dogzohbas, Gm3 gombyg-
396 gogdogedal 3ngM dggz0bomzgal gogdogbowmo g.6. MRgggdo LEmMg© afo-
am 3mBomdzobol 3oMbsbom Mbos 0ymb obgMama. LagyMoomgdms ab
350 gdmgdss, Hm3 bgFMamgdal dgoaqbsdoyg 3m@s bboom sy, Hmam(z
Bgdmo 506036s, afMngme 3m@nma3nbds Jotmazgmo gemho doMnsb do@m-
bodgamob gomgdg Logobagdmm donmm. oY as30035m0bbobgdm 0d 3gHo-
mdo RMoommgm ©s LadbMgo 3o335L00bL ©es353d0Mgdgmo g bsbmsb do-
domngdao Grbgmal 033gGnal gaodbMmar 068 gMgLbgdL, 3g0dMmdo, bamg-
mo 35begds afogme 3mBomdzobol dodsbacs. Logdg ob ogm, Hmd 1784 so-
am 3mon3o33odal (30bgbndsgMyg, Gm3gmos 0dsgg bgmb d39dgbgdocm o-
F9639b. 30335600L 3ngdda s@bgdyma abab bogombgdl, obg Hmames Mg-
30mbdn 3080bsmg 3Mm(39Lg8L, LEmMMg aMogme 3mEomdzobo JyMomgd-
5. 3moEn3o335bab (30b9LndsgMgdo g3mabonlb 3dgbgdemmdsbs s dmgdda
o@bgdem abab 30336 5d0b dgbobgd aMogme 3m@nmadznbol ngol dbom-
oggmsb gbgdmms g30@9cMnby I-0b dog@ 1785 Bemal 9 3oobl gsdm393mmo
bﬁ)doBOb‘ngaboG.zo 03 gmbbyg, LOYMadoo sMds gobs3gaMn, MmM3 gMogmen

99, 3Jo@0dz0ma. a0Mbg3zeb Fogdogadal bLabgmdbogmgdmaga dmmgsbgmds, a3. 93-101; o.
(306(30dg. dsbomgda AYbgo-bogdoMmggmmb gAHmngMmmdal obGmoabomgol, ag. 39-43, 48-
50.

2 JI. Pakoenu. Ilponutoe Buagukaskasa. 1911, a3. 4-5; Ucropus Brnanukaskasa (1781-1990 rr.).
Coopruk moxkymenToB n Matepuanos. Coct. M. . beroega, JI. JI. buprokosa. Bnamvkaskas, 1991, a3.
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3m@B0om3 306l 3mo©039335b0056 365bMMedmg sMbgdmma abal omgmyg-
30b 30Bboo goMzzgmo badoggdo gooagoas.

0mbobndbogns, MM aoMmbgzeb gogdogedal ,,MR398006% 393306 9-
oo gMggmg 1I-b obogob oMsbsnfn asbdoMm@gds o6 asmabegbos. magzals
3b@0g, 5badbym Lo 3ocbl o3 gomMbggzsbo 30dMbgdos. oy gogomgamal-
bobgdom ,,d0mxx0L“ Jobmogdol Bod@L, stvs gsdmmasbmmoa, Hm3 BgHo-
930l mgoz0smmGn 36Mbgdoo (FmbEm) asgbegbsdoyg gmhb 3ggabsmgal
Logddob MgomyMo gomsmgds dabo Ladmsmgdoom asogbm. ymggm dgdmbgg-
3590, 53 3mgmgbgd0sb domnsb domyg aoMmbgzeb doggogedgd gfgzmyg I-ob-
0356 BoMmom boddmdemmdn sdMBgdal Mg3mdgbrs(sns dnngm.

3-4.
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ABOUT SECRET CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN EREKLE II
AND GARSEVAN CHAVCHAVADZE

Summary

In 1960, Iase Tsintsadze published an interesting historical document
about the secret correspondence between King Erekle II of Kartli-Kakheti and
the Georgian ambassador in St. Petersburg, Garsevan Chavchavadze, together
with other material preserved in Russian archives. The historical document is
the report sent by Garsevan Chavchavadze to Erekle 11, dated to June 1785. The
ambassador informed the king that he wanted to provide information on some
matters, but he was not sure that their correspondence would not be uncovered
by Russian officials. He had a doubt that their correspondence would be
discussed in detail by the representatives of the Russian government.
Accordingly, Garsevan Chavchavadze asked the king to send
alphabet” and “Marfufa” to maintain the secret correspondence.

lase Tsintsadze quite reasonably considered “another alphabet” as a
secret or encrypted alphabet. The author added that a similar alphabet was used
in ancient Georgia and one of such alphabetic system was called “Anjanuri

another

Alphabet”. As for “Marfufa”, lase Tsintsadze does not explain its meaning.
According to the context of Garsevan Chavchavadze’s report, “Marfufa” was a
text composed with a “secret alphabet”. The validity of the mentioned opinion
is confirmed by the rare historical documents in which we find the term
“Marfufa”. Based on two historical documents dated to the 90s of the 18th
century, “Marfufa” was indeed called a secret letter.

Hence, “Marfufa” should have been a text composed according to the
“secret alphabet”. In order to understand the content of “Marfufa”, it was
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necessary to know the specific “secret alphabet” used in it. Accordingly,
Garsevan Chavchavadze requested the secret text and the code to unlock this
text from Erekle II.

As it is established from the archival material found by lase Tsintsadze,
the reports sent by Garsevan Chavchavadze to Georgia and the correspondence
sent from Georgia to Russia were secretly read by the representatives of the
imperial intelligence, translated into Russian and presented to Catherine II's
favorite Grigory Potemkin. They made a lot of efforts to obtain of the “secret
alphabet” that was sent from Georgia. Russian officials hoped to obtain of the
“secret alphabet” at the Russian-Georgian border or in Astrakhan. At the same
time, they were afraid that Erekle II would show precaution and deliver the
“secret alphabet” not with the help of official courier, but with the assistance of
private person, which would make it difficult to master it. As lase Tsintsadze
pointed out, despite an intensive search in the Russian archives, he was not able
to find any information about sending the “secret alphabet” from Georgia.

In the collection of loane Batonishvili preserved in the National Library
of Russia (fund 941), along with dozens of historical documents, we found one
letter of Erekle II, which deals with the issue of secret correspondence. In a
short postcard sent by the king to Garsevan Chavchavadzi, it is mentioned that
Tamaz Otanov would be sent to him in two days, who would carry various
messages. This time he was sent with “marfufa” and a letter for Grigory
Potemkin.

Therefore, Erekle II sent “Marfufa” or a sample of secret
correspondence, bypassing the official channels, a few days before the departure
of the special messenger. Obviously, the opening code of “Marfufa” was also
sent with the same correspondence. Although the letter is not dated, the king
must have written it sometime after June 1785.

The fact that we cannot find information about possession of the “secret
alphabet” in the archives of Russia should be the result of the careful and conve-
nient steps of the Georgian officials. It seems that despite the well-organized
intelligence of the Russian Empire, Erekle Il managed to establish a confidential
correspondence with his ambassador.

The content of the secret correspondence between the king and his
ambassador is unknown. However, in this regard, attention is drawn to the
appeals made by Garsevan Chavchavadze at the beginning of 1786. Shortly
after the request for the “secret alphabet”, namely on January 10, 1786, the
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Georgian ambassador appealed to Grigory Potemkin to give him permission to
travel to his homeland. On February 16, he repeated the same request to Grigory
Potemkin. Erekle II did not recommend Garsevani to return to his homeland in
1785 based on the letters sent through official channels, hence we should
assume that the instruction was sent through secret correspondence.
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