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The Soviet regime was the most difficult for the guilds of craftsmen. The appe-
arance of cheap Russian fabric production harmed the local craft. They had to lower
prices and lengthen the work hours of masters, to keep being competetive. They had
to take orders which were very far from their taste and repertoire.

As an example of the impact of the Soviet regime, we can discuss the Akhaltsik-
he filigree school and the stages of its formation. In the 19th-20th centuries, Akhalt-
sikhe filigree was on the top of its development.

With the help of the Caucasus Artisan Committee, the Akhaltsikhe filigree was
transformed into a highly competitive school in a few years. This is confirmed by
the photo material from the Caucasus stand of the 1900 Paris Universal Exhibition,
which presents a variety of filigree works: earrings, bracelets, belts, paper-cutting
knives, household items and many other decorative-applied art objects.

The main features considered to be highly typical of the Akhaltsikhe school are
already visible in the works sent to Paris. These are as follows: the hollow (open-
work) filigree characteristic; rejection of the background and creation of a lace-like
texture from the metal; thin silver threads soldered together with the greatest skill;
utilization of intricate forms of twisting; the texture of the filigree is not disturbed
whilst being soldered and the ornaments woven from the metal are so thin that they
resemble the fabric. The forms are varied, though floral and geometric motifs still
predominate in the diicor, but appeared narrative compositions as the main theme.

But after the loss of independence of the country, under the regime of the Soviet
Union, repertoire of Akhaltsikhe filigree changed. Themes such as “Portrait of Lenin”
or “Palace of the soviets” appeared which was out of Akhaltsikhe masters taste. Time
by time, filigree lost its importance and currently we have almost lost the century
tradition.
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Khvtiso Mamisimedishvili

MEANS OF COMMUNICATION WITH THE NEXT
WORLD IN FOLK TEXTS (FEMALE MEDIUMS)

The Georgian mythological legends, in addition to the common earthly life, tell
us about three parallel worlds: the heavenly kingdom, the gathering of demon virtues
and heavenly life. All the three were indeed assumed to exist in a metaphysical world
beyond nature, but they were not strange, inaccessible or unreal for a man. As per
the Khevsurian tradition, contact with the supernatural creatures was established by
preachers and elder, and contact with the dead was established by mediums.

Traditional societies of East Georgian mountainous region and Khevsureti, in
particular, were unimaginable without the people of this profession, as each member
of the archaic society strongly believed in the heavenly world and kingdom of the
dead.

It may be said that the elders, rulers of settlements, preachers and mediums were
the people with excellent traditional knowledge and had special skills and abilities
and by using a mythic word and ritual, they were able to cognize the beyond world
and traces of other extraordinary virtues. It was the visions of the elders, rulers of
settlements, preachers and mediums, which helped survive the mythological images
of the beyond world.

Mediumship was the profession of women. The process of uttering the prophecy
by female mediums was called “A retreat to spirit”. A female medium, to utter the
prophecy, had to go to the spiritual world and inform the attending society about the
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wish of the spirits. The process of uttering the prophecy was improvised and artis-
tic. However, it may be said that the medium had a kind of a ready traditional text
of a prophecy, a certain pattern, which she could not change because the prophecy,
preaching and mourning — all these texts, according to the Khevsurian oral tradition,
were to made up of nine-syllable rhyme verses.

The female mediums were highly poetic. At the same time, they played an im-
portant role in the daily life of a traditional society.
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