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339madodmob omMdmmab dm@ongn oMmogmomon bombob To-
0M90Ls 0y BMV3MYddn 3g3b3zwgds. dom dmMmnbos bymyMmo domn
00060b M3mo900L 339mgds3mob/ g3gmmsb dgMm30b90nb dg-
Lobgd, MMIgmoE 3339 obo Bgmos T9EbogMmms ygMoMydsb
03YymmobL. hgdLbhmob oze3dnMmgdymon dMozomn sMLbydnma bo-
3000b0 ©Mgdg LoENL3YLoMY. sdBMMS bb3sabbzomds 9xdby-
0o, 9Momn dbMng, dnomemmagnymo HaJbdHgonb dgbBogmoboadn
306Lb303907m Fgomommmanym dnamadol, dgmMmg dbMag, ;-
300 HhgdLbHOL Bom3gymn 35bv3nb 3obLb3s350xM Boznmbzoby My
0bhgMm3mgdHoznob.

bg™9008s ©o330(hM39L dnmmmmangmMno dnbosmbob g0 o
0Mo30mx39Mmm3360 hgdbhgon, basE gobsMmAg396 sanmmomng,
303(hMMM s YEbm, sMmasbshmannym (bymohym, dsd0mmbyM,
43653679M) HM3©nE090L. sEaNMMOMN30 (HMNEN0L Ms30b907-
Mgdo@ d0nhbg3se 30M39mm M0adn nb, Mm3 dsbdn domo s Mody-
OO0 gobyymagmns gMmmBsbgmnbasb. gabbobomgzggma hHgdbhog
033m930Mmmo oEn Babomab dngMm smngddgds Mobhysmab, 39M-
dm bsmymo B3MIMIMO0L LgedsgbyMmM-basbombmm E@abe-
LBoMNL, BYMYOL sbgMmommodsdn Asmym Fnmo .

Mo®yomdn Asmoygmo 880030 0306NL M3mMeg00b g3gmg-
0030006 dMdmannby dgbodangdgans Asnmzammb @Hndnnm boo-
bomBmm-bogodoxbymm domo, MMIgmoz ndmaggzs badmbyMma
©@MgLoLBYMOL ghHomamanab: 8806NL M3MVg00Lb odoMEbgd
boddMEMYMOE gobobobngMgdl BadmMab abygdsb, bmem dobn
3000M33900 - 3oBoxybymob oamadob. dgbadmms, dobo dndsbn
nym oMy doMmdm 676900L, 0Modg 3gx0bL “gobobmgdy”’, dgLbodedon-
Lo, dnon dgndmgos bozmomyma LadgEMbL ghHomamgnabyE bo-
MIMoag6aL. Hgdbhob nd bobomdn, boog BYMYo dmoblLy-
60909, 00 970000 EOBYILxO0L gHomaenmgnyMo domoE dgndmmgody
©a3068bmm. Hggbhob ob Bsbognn 30, MMIgMoE HMONENYM®
Mmobhysmab smBgmommose 800Rbg3s, goamabab (2013) sdMoo,
6gM0ogdob 3gmbob axydbgdab ghommmanym doms dgadmads
003093500,
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0030000300 M3Mdg00L PMAbYMMsb dMdmms 3mLbImMgm-
BogMmo domon 6o nymbL. Azgbn sdDMom, gMAbymbs o M3Magdsb
ammob mmbyMonsbn 0Mdmmy, MMIMb EMMLbsE BoMmdodgd
9mbo33mMgMOnm oawnb bgmnaeb bymdo, 3Mnbzndymo d9-
Logdnb dnmnb 30M306gma, Moy EMMLbMSL oze3d0Mydyman
39MmL0sY. bLdMBYdNL MY EMy-Madnb dMbsE3mMMdY d3gm dE-
0006L JombOL o BabMognLb dogmgdob — IMAbyMOLY s M30v9-
00L - 30093709 FoNmMoE 6o BoMIMgEanbo: MAgMmmab go-
00M3%3900L d9930® dYyoMmads 3mbdnygmn BgbMngn, yMmAbyaab
3000M3390000L 30 LodysMmm JombAo MM, 83330M0 BoMAm-
©3960 300305600 3BMMZ6900L LHIOIMYMIE JBRMM dEMIYM
bLogggbyML Pbs F99LBds35dMEIL, 30MY MAgMMgdab Mmamdy-
00b 6Mx03 EMMBY PoRYIbgo MO0 830530 My obHMMNY, N1T0LZSO
©30My300x0MoE, Mmamm osMmommgos A3z9600mg dmmbygann
53% 0y 0@ 3mbAmamboymn dnonb 903390 hgqjbho.

»H99bb, dobo 890w3009mMnL3g 3obdoMmbHgdnm, 39MMNs690L
69Mm0dob 080bnb M3mM900L JyMmyad Jgmob 6osddmda, bowasg 99-
H-6039000 godmamhgzs bodo M30090s: 30L ¥30b6EOL M30909,
B9m0gdob 08060bL M300900 s FMo FoNaby. Mo BnTomMmMydgd0
0000 dmMnb o Mm3gann dgndmgds BoMAIM30anbmm dnb dme-
306 39MLMBOFOE? doMmmomns, H9JbHTo 3oL v80baL M3mMsgdy
©o Jomogd bgMmogdab s8nb@ob m3megds namamadob mbydI3
3o60MAg3s, 03Mod gL sboma LVTgBML EMMAb nbmzsEns Y6
0ymb. mmzomyMm HMmonEnsdn, bagsMegomE, gMmmn 3dn0bnb
300900 3600 ymxzomoaym. dmabs s 03060L M3009000 3o3-
d0M0 adobobnomydgmos sMmagmmn Mgamngnnbomznb, doo dm-
M0L, sbsymmoygmMobmznbag, Mg BgMmogdob 8806l M3mMe9d0LY
©@o 30L0 LOIYMRBIN M3M)0M030 ML gongn3gdnb Loxwydzg-
0o, 389bo®, MH9JbHdn AsMmoyga 3obLozggob sgmmNabgdolb oMo
dbmmme dombMmodgmo - ggmydo Joms, sMs09 om0 doMnmon
39MbmbozgnE - 6gMngdab 030b6ObL M3M90..
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e 0930060, .- Beckman, G. (1982). The Anatolian Myth of Illuyanka, Journal
of Ancient Near Eastern Society of Columbia University 14, 11-25.

e 3nmubn, s. - Gilan, A. (2013). Once upon a Time in Kiskilusa: The Dragon-
Slayer Myth in Central Anatolia, Creation and Chaos: A Reconsideration
of Hermann Gunkel’s Chaoskampf Hypothesis, ed. by J. Scurlock and R.H.
Beal. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 98-111.

e 3yhoMo, 8. - Hutter, M. (2021). Religionsgeschichte Anatoliens. Stuttgart:
Kohlhammer.

e 3ysME0N, M.. - Woodard, R.D. (2020). The Disappearance of Telipinu
in the Context of Indo-European Myth, Hrozny and Hittite. The First
Hundred Years. Proceedings of the International Conference Held
at Charles University, Prague, 11-14 November 2015, ed. by R. I. Kim, J.
Mynarova, P. Pavilk. Leiden-Boston: Brill, 583-602.

The dragon-slaying story is found in the myths and fairy tales of
many peoples. Among them is the Hittite myth relating the clash of
the Storm god with the dragon Illuyanka, which has been attracting
the attention of scholars for a hundred years. Many essential issues
of the text remain debatable. The difference of opinion is based, on
the one hand, on various methodological approaches to the study of
mythological texts, and on the other hand, on different readings or
interpretations of particular passages of the text itself.

Among a wide variety of Hittite texts with mythological content
local, Anatolian and foreign, non-Anatolian (Hurrian, Babylonian, Ca-
naanite) traditions are distinguished. The inseparability of myth and
ritual is considered the predominant characteristic of the local tra-
dition. The text in question is likewise perceived by a large number
of scholars as a myth embedded in the description of a ritual, par-
ticularly - the Purulli-festival, which must have been a Spring/ New
Year festival of Hattian origin. The dragon-slaying story included in
the description of the feast could be viewed as a typical New Year/
Spring myth, which gives the aetiology of the seasonal feast: the de-
feat of the Storm god symbolizes the beginning of winter, and his
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victory - the rebirth of nature. Perhaps it was aiming to “renew” not
only nature but also the king, and, consequently, may also represent
the aetiology of the sacral kingdom. The part of the text containing
references to Purulli could be also interpreted as the aetiological
myth of the founding of this celebration. The part of the text tradi-
tionally considered as a description of the ritual, according to Gilan
(2013) could be viewed as an aetiological myth of the establishment
of the cult of Nerik.

The story of the battle between God and the dragon itself could
be a cosmogonic myth. In our view, the bipartite clash between the
two, where victory is claimed by one after the other, must be the
original version of the creation myth, based on cyclic time percep-
tion. The alternation of seasons or days and nights must have been
conceived by the ancient man as a constant struggle between cha-
os / monster and the forces of order / deity: when God fails, the
world falls into chaos, when he wins, cosmic order is (re)established.
Regardless of the dating of various preserved texts of cosmogonic
myths, such cyclic notions, compared to the stories where time is
kept linear through generations of gods, must resemble an earlier
stage of human thought.

The text, according to its compiler, is united through the narra-
tions of Kella, the priest of the Storm god of Nerik. Three divine can-
didates emerge for the role of its main character: the Celestial Storm
god, Storm god of Nerik, and Mount Zaliyanu. It is true that the text
shows a difference between the Celestial Storm god and the Storm
god of Nerik even at the level of the ideogram; however, the latter
should be an innovation made during the New Kingdom. In the local
tradition must have been only one Storm god. The link between the
mountains and the Storm gods, common for many ancient religions
and attested in Anatolia as well could be the reason to identify the
deity with his residential divine mount. Consequently, the text could
be united not only by the narrator - the priest Kella but also by its
main character - the Storm god of Nerik.
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