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EPISTLE OF GIORGI MTSIRE TO
ST. GIORGI MTATSMINDELI (ATHONITHE)

Summary

Giorgi Mtsire’s epistle, which precedes his hagiographic work “The life of
St. Giorgi Mtatsmindeli”, has historical and rhetorical value. It helps us to
understand the purpose of the writer-hagiographer, the purpose of the epistle, in
determining the importance of works about St. Giorgi Mtatsmindeli, in
understanding the relationship between Giorgi Mtatsmindeli and Giorgi Mtsire,
their education, their place in society, authority, and most importantly, their
spiritual image, the purpose of the works and the date of writing, the
characteristics of hagiographic genre works, the theological knowledge of the
writer, in the perception of worldview and artistic thinking space. Georgian
hagiography uses the epistolary style to trace its purposefulness. They weaved
their worldview, literary-aesthetic views, which reflected the spirit of the era,
social situation and requirements.

The observation proves that the archetype of the epistle of Giorgi Mtsire, as
well as the epistle of Samoel Catholicos of Kartli and lovane Sabanisdze, is the
epistolary part of the New Testament, the seven Catholic epistles and the
fourteen epistles of Paul, but they differ from each other. The difference
between the epistolary heritage of the New Testament and, in general, the
epistles of hagiography, in particular, the epistle of Giorgi Mtsire, is visible. The
main purpose of the epistles of the apostles was to preach the Christian doctrine,
while the epistle used for hagiographic works has a different purpose, it informs
the reader about the necessity of creating the works, and informs him of the
situation due to which it was created. As a result of the observation, it was
revealed that the epistle with an individuality of Giorgi Mtsire has the greatest
theological and literary significance. In his epistle, the hagiographer brought his
main point to the reader, presented the basis of his writings, and explained the
purpose of his writings.

58



