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COLONIAL POLICY OF RUSSIA IN GEORGIA:
“ECONOMIC RUSSIFICATION”

Summary

In parallel of the annexation of the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti and
gradual occupation of the rest of Georgian territories, the Russian Imperial
government used various methods to cement its rule in Georgia. Victories in the
Russo-Persian and Russo-Ottoman wars in the late 1820s gave the opportunity
to the imperial court to start complete and all-around subjugation of the South
Caucasus. For this, it was necessary to emigrate the proponents of the imperial
rule from the metropolis into the South Caucasus, as well as to gain active
supporters on the ground. Settlers had to be provided with necessary land and
appropriate means of production that allowed them to start their own
agricultural production. Contemporary scientific literature touches upon the
question of “Russifications” in the plural, rather than Russification as a
singularity. The implications of this division and the role of the economic
dimension of the process are the major research areas of our article. Our
argument is constructed around.

Several main topics:

What are the causes of the active presence of the Russian Empire in the
South Caucasus and its annexation? What is the economic dimension of the
annexation and what kind of benefits did them Russian Empire expect from it?
What is the main difference between the Russification policy of the first half of
the 19" century and the Russian Eastern policy of Malorus and other peripheral
areas? What was the economic basis for the establishment of colonies and
migration processes in Georgia and the South Caucasus region in general? How
is the process of the expansion of the Russian trade and industrial capital, and
the search for new sources of raw materials connected to it? Migration
processes in the internal territories of Russia: what are their function and what
are the differences between the internal and external migration processes?
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